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Pinjarra Heavy Haulage Deviation
Stage One

Jointly funded by the Australian and 
State Governments, the Pinjarra 
Heavy Haulage Deviation will 
improve safety and efficiency 
for road users, creating social and 
economic opportunities for the 
local community and broader South 
West Region.

Main Roads is developing a project for the 
future Pinjarra Heavy Haulage Deviation, 
in conjunction with the Shire of Murray.

The project will provide an alternative 
route for heavy vehicles around the town 
to reduce congestion and improve safety 
on central town streets (South Western 
Highway, George Street and Pinjarra 
Road). This will greatly improve safety for 
pedestrians and local drivers and enable 
the development of an activated town 
centre.

Project Background
The project dates back to at least 2004, 
when the Pinjarra Progress Association 

wrote to Main Roads regarding the safety 
of the pedestrian crossing on George 
Street. During a review of the crossing, 
a deviation around the town site was 
discussed. Council then contacted State 
and Federal Ministers regarding the safety 
of residents using the Pinjarra town site, 
and the need to construct the Pinjarra 
Heavy Haulage Deviation.

In September 2017, the Pinjarra 
Revitalisation Strategy: Pinjarra Heavy 
Haulage Deviation was developed. 
Extensive consultation was undertaken 
by the Shire of Murray to raise awareness 
and understanding of the need for the 
future project.

The Federal and State 
Governments have 
allocated $27.5 million for 
Stage One of the Pinjarra 
Heavy Haulage Deviation. 

Construction is expected 
to commence in Summer 
2021 and occur over two 
summers, with completion 
scheduled for April 2023.



What is being built?
Stage 1 of the Pinjarra Heavy Haulage 
Deviation will include: 

  • Construction of a 1.5 kilometre long 
road from the Greenlands Road/South 
Western Highway roundabout to the 
east, connecting with Pinjarra Williams 
Road.

  • Construction of a bridge over the 
Murray River.

  • Improvement works to 2.2 kilometres 
of Pinjarra Williams Road from the 
new road to the intersection of South 
Western Highway and Pinjarra Williams 
Road. 

All traffic, and in particular heavy vehicles, 
will be able to access Forrest Highway and 
South Western Highway without passing 
through the Pinjarra town centre.

Why is it needed?
Prior to construction of Forrest Highway, 
South Western Highway (SWH) through 
Pinjarra carried nearly 10,000 vehicles 
per day (VPD), including around 350 
large trucks. This number reduced to 
approximately 5,000 VPD after the 
highway was built in 2009 however the 
renewal of the town centre, and the 
expansion of Boddington Gold and Alcoa 
have seen an increase in local and heavy 
vehicle movements through Pinjarra. 
Traffic recorded at the intersection of 
SWH and Pinjarra Road in August 2019 
averaged 14,191 VPD.

Community Engagement

The project generated significant interest 
in the 2017 community consultation 
process resulting in 84 per cent support 
and a unanimous council decision to 
support the project. We have continued 
to update the Shire of Murray during the 
development of the design.

We will engage with the community 
during detailed design to address some 
of the potential impacts of the project in 
several ways, including:

  • Continue to liaise with landowners 
whose properties are affected by the 
project.

  • Contact businesses and residents 
adjacent to the project area to discuss 
the design to seek feedback.

We also plan to establish a Community 
Liaison Group to generate project 
understanding with key community 
groups and influence design elements 
where possible. 

If you are interested in finding out more 
about this group, please email carolyn.
walker@mainroads.wa.gov.au.

Aboriginal Consultation
Main Roads has been consulting with 
representatives of the Aboriginal 
Community over many years, which 
helped inform the development of an 
initial concept for the project. Further 
consultation will be undertaken with the 
South West Aboriginal Land and Sea 
Council (SWALSC). 

Main Roads respects areas associated 
with the Pinjarra Massacre, and recognises 

The project will provide an 
alternative route for heavy 
vehicles around the town, 
improving safety for local 
drivers and pedestrians in 
the town centre.

these are both culturally sensitive to 
the Aboriginal community and highly 
significant in terms of national heritage. 
This historic place is listed for its heritage 
significance on a number of Heritage 
Registers and is protected. 

Additionally:

  • Main Roads commissioned a first 
stage documentary review of Pinjarra 
Massacre Site Complex.

  • Main Roads has held, and will continue 
to hold, discussions and consultations 
with local Aboriginal communities and 
land owners.

  • The preliminary design will be subject 
to required clearing approval processes 
including further consultation with 
Aboriginal representatives and 
application of Section 18 approval via 
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.

Further information
www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/projects 
T: 138 138                                                
E: enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au 

You can also register for project updates 
by heading to our project page and 
subscribing to email updates.


