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Ord River North

Project overview 
The project will see eight kilometres 
of Great Northern Highway upgraded 
between Ord River and Tickalara Creek, 
100 kilometres north of Halls Creek. 
The works will include reconstruction, 
realignment and widening works, the 
construction of two passing lanes, two 
parking bays and the resurfacing of the 
Spring Creek Bridge. 

The installation of culverts to improve 
road drainage and reduce the likelihood 
of road closures due to flooding is also 
included in the project.

The upgrade will improve safety and 
efficiency for road users, in particular 
heavy vehicles travelling the route. It will 
make the road more resilient, minimising 
the risk of closures during the wet season.

The contract to deliver these works has 
been awarded to WBHO Infrastructure Pty 
Ltd (WBHO).

Project timeframe
Construction commenced in late-June 
2019 and is expected to be complete by 
the end of the year. 

Project benefits
  • Provide efficient access for freight 

vehicles;
  • Support the economic development of 

the Kimberley region;
  • Create safe overtaking opportunities;
  • Ensure remote residents have year-

round access to major town sites and 
essential services; 

  • Increase Aboriginal employment and 
business opportunities

Traffic management
In order to minimise the impact of the 
works on road users, temporary side 
tracks will be constructed where possible 
to maintain traffic flow in both directions. 
Traffic will be switched onto side tracks in 

July, and these will remain in place for the 
duration of the works. 

Road users may experience some minor 
delays when daytime roadwork is being 
constructed under traffic, requiring 
single lane detours with stop/go traffic 
management and speed restrictions.

Construction impacts
The project camp facilities will be located 
at Mable Downs station, and construction 
vehicles will be entering and exiting Great 
Northern Highway at the station gates. 
Clearing works commenced in late June 
and involve increased movement of heavy 
machinery and the implementation of 

Jointly funded by the Australian 
and State Governments, the 
upgrade of Great Northern 
Highway between Halls Creek 
and Warmun will improve safety 
and efficiency for all road users, 
creating social and economic 
opportunities for the local 
community and the broader 
Kimberley region. 

Elders from Gija performed a blessing ceremony at 
the proposed site office and camp locations prior 
to the commencement of works. 



traffic management. There will also be 
increased truck movements from mid-
July through to October as material is 
transported to site from Bow River Bridge. 
Road users are advised to take extra care 
at single lane bridges during this time. 
Access to parking bays south and north 
of Spring Creek Bridge will be available 
during the works; however, there will 
be heavy machinery and construction 
activities between 6.30am and 5pm, 
seven days a week. Works around these 
bays are anticipated to begin in August 
and be completed by mid-September. 
Resurfacing of the Spring Creek Bridge is 
expected to occur in November with the 
bridge reduced to one lane during this 
period.

Rock breaking
Works at Spring Creek rest stop will 
include rock breaking with heavy 
machinery. These works will commence in 
early August, with completion expected 
in mid-September. During this time, traffic 
will be reduced to a single lane for the 
safety of both road users and workers on 
site.

Aboriginal employment and 
business opportunities
The upgrade of this section of Great 
Northern Highway will create a range 
of opportunities for local Aboriginal 
employment and businesses. WBHO 
is working with several businesses and 
sub-contractors to maximise these 
opportunities. 

Find out more 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about these works, please contact Main 
Roads on 138 138 or email enquiries@
mainroads.wa.gov.au. If you would like 
further information about the project, 
please visit the Main Roads website at 
https://project.mainroads.wa.gov.au/home 
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