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Project progress
Since work commenced on site in late 
June 2019, significant progress has been 
made on the upgrade of Great Northern 
Highway (GNH) between Ord River and 
Tickalara Creek, 100 kilometres north of 
Halls Creek.

Earthworks to facilitate the new road 
levels and alignment are nearing 
completion.

Existing drainage culverts have been 
upgraded to increase capacity and reduce 
the likelihood of the road flooding and 
becoming inaccessible during the wet 
season.

Road signage and safety barriers will be 
installed, and verges and cleared areas 
will be revegetated prior to the project’s 
expected completion in December 2019.

Once the upgrade is complete, this 
section of GNH will have two passing 
lanes, road safety barriers, upgraded 
parking bays and improved drainage.

Aboriginal participation
Aboriginal engagement and participation 
has been a major focus for the project 
team, who are working closely with the 
local community of Warmun to create job 
opportunities and provide a culturally-
sensitive working environment. 

During delivery of the project, 
unprecedented Aboriginal participation 
rates have been achieved. An average 
of 33 per cent (29 per cent local, 4 per 
cent non-local) of the onsite workforce 
have been Aboriginal and more than 15 
per cent of contract spend has gone to 
Aboriginal businesses (figures to the end 
of August 2019).

The project is providing a training ground 
for many Aboriginal workers to enter 
the road construction industry and gain 
valuable skills and experience.

Jointly funded by the Australian 
and State Governments, the 
upgrade of Great Northern 
Highway between Ord River and 
Tickalara Creek will improve 
safety and efficiency for all 
road users, creating social and 
economic opportunities for the 
local community and the broader 
Kimberley region.

New road alignment takes shape



Local Aboriginal businesses such as 
Dadaru have supplied several local people 
to the project.

The project team also joined local 
community members at NAIDOC 
celebrations, with a Welcome to Country 
from Giji Elder Mr Patrick Mung.

Mr Mung also worked closely with the 
project team to identify and monitor any 
significant Aboriginal heritage sites within 
the project area.

Safety
Safety on site is a priority for everyone 
in the project team. Each week a team 
member who has demonstrated the 
greatest commitment to the safety 
of themselves, their co-workers and 
the public is presented with a Safety 
Behaviour Award certificate and voucher.

In August 2019, the award went to grader 
driver Bugsy (right), shown here with 
Project Manager James Lewis (left).

Find out more 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about these works, please contact Main 
Roads on 138 138 or email enquiries@
mainroads.wa.gov.au. If you would like 
further information about the project 
please visit the Main Roads website at 
https://project.mainroads.wa.gov.au/home 
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