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A Smoking Ceremony and Welcome to Country was 

held in late May for Stage 2 of the Great Northern 

Highway Upgrade project at Ord River North to 

acknowledge the significance that Ord River and 

the land holds to the local traditional owners.  

Ord River, near Kununurra, is one of WA’s most 

significant waterways. The Aboriginal meaning for the 

word Kununurra is "big waters" or the "meeting of the 

waters".  The traditional owners are the Miriwoong 

Gajerrong peoples who have inhabited the area for 

thousands of years and knew the Ord River as 

Goonoonoorrang.  

The project’s Smoking Ceremony and Welcome to 

Country was conducted by local Aboriginal elder 

Patrick Mung and his family. Patrick is an elder from 

the Warmun Community (Turkey Creek) in the East 

Kimberley and possesses strong knowledge of the 

country, family history and land.  

 

The Ord River North Stage 2 project team are working 

closely with local communities to offer employment for 

Aboriginal people, procure Aboriginal businesses as 

sub-contractors, and provide training to local 

Aboriginal people to enter the road construction 

industry. 

For the first month of construction during May, nearly 

16% of the project’s workforce comprised Aboriginal 

people, with just over 6% being local Aboriginal 

people. A target of 30% Aboriginal employment has 

been set for the project. Mentoring to Aboriginal 

employees is being provided by local Aboriginal 

business, Dadaru to create a support system and a 

team culture. 

Stage 2 of the project will see 11km of Great Northern 

Highway between Halls Creek and the Victoria Highway 

turn-off realigned to provide road safety and efficiency 

improvements. Find out more about the project at 

https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/gnh-ord-river  

You can contact us on 138 138 or at 

enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au  
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