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Ord River North  
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Project overview 

Construction of the next section of 

the Great Northern Highway 

Upgrade north of Ord River in the 

Kimberley region is underway.  

The project will realign 

approximately 11km of highway to 

improve safety and efficiency. See 

map overleaf.  

WBHO Infrastructure Pty Ltd is 

delivering the works on behalf of 

Main Roads, with construction 

scheduled from May 2021 to late 

2021.  

 

 

The scope of works include:  

• Widening, reconstruction 

and realignment of 

approximately 11km of 

Great Northern Highway 

north of Ord River. 

• Drainage works.  

It follows on from works that were 

delivered in 2019-20. 

Benefits 

• Improve efficiency for 

freight vehicles on Great 

Northern Highway. 

• Wider shoulders and 

improved geometry. 

• Improve safety for all 

users. 

 

• Provide continued 

employment and business 

opportunities for the 

Kimberley region, local 

Aboriginal people and 

businesses. 

• Encourage economic 

development in the region. 

• Connect local communities 

to ensure remote residents 

have year-round access to 

major town sites and 

essential services. 

• Increase productivity, 

freight reliability and 

efficiency for the transport 

industry. 

Jointly funded by the Australian and 

Western Australian Governments, the 

$98.14 million Great Northern Highway 

Upgrade project north of Ord River will 

improve safety and efficiency for road 

users, and provide employment for local 

people and businesses. 



 

 

Project background 

The Great Northern Highway is a 

major route for freight travelling 

between Port Hedland and 

Kununurra and is the only sealed 

route between Derby and 

Kununurra.  

The Ord River section of Great 

Northern Highway between Halls 

Creek and the Victoria Highway 

turn-off is part of the State’s high-

wide load corridor and provides 

access to towns within the east 

Kimberley, to remote communities, 

surrounding mining and pastoral 

leases, and to the Port of 

Wyndham. 

 

It is also a popular tourist route for 

‘Grey Nomads’ visiting the East 

Kimberly during the dry season 

(April to September). The access 

road for the popular Bungle 

Bungles tourist attraction is within 

the project site. 

Previous network assessments 

carried out in the Kimberley region 

identified this section of Great 

Northern Highway as substandard, 

given its narrow road width along 

with excessive edge wear.  

The road condition meant 

opposing traffic needed to pass 

with minimal separation and 

forced vehicles onto the unsealed 

road shoulder when passing.  

 

In 2019-20, 8km of Great Northern 

Highway between Ord River and 

Tickalara Creek was upgraded, 

which is 100km north of Halls 

Creek (see map below). 

Planning is currently underway for 

additional works in 2022, including 

upgrades to Tickalara Bridge and 

Frog Hollow Bridge, and an 

additional 6km of roadworks. 

Further information  

Subscribe to email updates about 

the project at: 

https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/

gnh-ord-river  

Our Customer Information Centre 

can be contacted on 138 138 and 

at enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au  

https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/gnh-ord-river
https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/gnh-ord-river
mailto:enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au

