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Broome Cape Leveque Road Upgrades

Reconstruction of the first 13.6kms 
of Broome Cape Leveque Road 
was completed in August, 
ahead of schedule. Transport Minister Rita Saffioti, local Member Divina D'Anna, and 

Acting Director General Transport Peter Woronzow recently met with 
the Broome Cape Leveque project team.

With the reconstruction of the first 
13.6kms completed on 14 August, ahead 
of schedule, many of the local contractor 
are looking for future opportunities to 
work with Main Roads. 

Through this project, Main Roads has 
provided many training opportunities 
for local workers, who can transfer their 
skills to other Main Roads’ projects or 
employment within the mining industry, 
local shires and other contractors. 

Main Roads will continue to endeavour 
to implement initiatives, which enable 

Aboriginal businesses to enhance their 
capacity, wherever possible. 

In addition, future contracts will provide 
targets for Aboriginal employment, which 
is currently happening on the Dampier 
Peninsula and other projects in  the 
Kimberley.

Since 2018, the project’s Aboriginal 
participation has comfortably been sitting 
around 55% working hours by Aboriginal 
people with 88% of these being local. 

Road Activities
The 13.6km upgrade work on Broome 
Cape Leveque Road from Broome 
Road is nearing completion, and our 
team are now delivering several other 
projects simultaneously across the 
Shire of Broome. A small work crew 
has commenced road widening on the 
northern sections of the road, while works 
have commenced reconstructing a 15km 
section of Great Northern Highway at 
Deep Creek.

Reconstruct 0 (start) to 13.6km 
section 

• Construction April 2021 to August
2021.

• Centre line and edge line marking in
November 2021

• Roundabout planned for completion
mid-2022.
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Shoulder widening from 103.6km to 
Ardyaloon community  

• Construction August 2021– June 2022.
• Recondition shoulders and seal to 8

metres total width.
• Additional clearing and embankment/

drainage works to be undertaken
where required.

• Planning locations for rest areas and
lay down areas for future construction.

Construction 13.6km to 103.6km 
section

• Second coat seal mid-2021 and
complete in 2022.

• Sealing of rest areas completed.
• Drainage and rehabilitation completion

late 2021.
• Pavement repairs to address defects

that appeared over the wet season due
for completion late 2021.

• Centre line and edge line marking in
November 2021.

• Signage installation late 2021 to mid-
2022.

Kooljaman Access and Ardyaloon 
Hatchery Access Roads

• Construction starting mid 2022 to late
2022 (subject to approvals).

• Construct and seal Kooljaman Access
Road.

• Construct and seal Hatchery Access
Road.

• Project development activities
underway, including design, heritage
and environmental approvals.

Main Roads is working with Traditional 
owner group Bardi Jawi and businesses.

Construction of a roundabout 
will improve road safety at this 
intersection, work commenced in 
July 2021 and  is well underway 
with clearing works completed 
and services being relocated. 
Work will continue until late 2021, 
and after a pause for the wet 

Roundabout at Broome Road and Broome Cape Leveque 
Road intersection

season, completion is expected mid-2022. During construction of the roundabout, 
traffic management will be in place, including speed restrictions. Temporary side-
tracks will also be in place. Road users are advised to follow the traffic control signs 
as large plant and equipment will be operating in the area. 

Derby man, Kim Le 
Lievre commenced on 
the Project in March 
2020 after coming 
across from the Gibb 
River Road project, 
where he was sub-

contracting to a company. 

“I wanted to have a go for myself. If I can 
work for someone else, I can do it for 
myself”.  

Kim started with two prime movers, then 
acquired three side tippers and now has a 
total of five trucks as a result of him taking 
advantage of the Aboriginal business 
opportunities linked to the project.

Realising Opportunities
Dawn Chulung 
from Ardyaloon 
community started as 
a cleaner in 2020 and 
undertook training in 
Certificate III in Civil 
and Construction She 

is currently working as a traffic controller, 
marker for tipping and spotter.  When 
asked about the future,Dawn said she 
likes different opportunities and is 
planning to get tickets to operate a roller, 
water cart and the like. “I am reliable and 
want to go a step higher than being a TC 
(traffic controller) on the ground.” Dawn 
is willing to follow the work, but said the 
best is “working on home soil”.

Nine ladies are working on the project, of 
which eight are Aboriginal, and all come 
from the Dampier Peninsula communities 
of Beagle Bay, Lombadina and Ardyaloon. 
The project is on their doorstep and 
allows them to work close to home. Seven 

In the group photo of 21 people, all are locally residing in Broome, Derby or the 
Dampier Peninsula and approximately half are local Aboriginals. 
There are many other inspirational personal stories of people who have realised the 
local opportunities available to them in the Kimberley. 

L – R: Ron Roberts, Wesley Johnson, Diane Morato, Patrick Kitchener Dwayne Gordon, Chris Beveridge, 
Anthony Cassidy, Alan Marks, Thomas Soehnlen, Daniel Erkelens, Martin Wilson, John Rae, Jamali Hunter, 
Kim Le Lievre, Michael McCarthy, John Ockerby, Tim Ramsay, David Paddy, Ross Ashworth, Dawn Chulung, 
William Ishiguchi. Taken on 14 Aug ’21.

of these ladies work on the shoulder 
widening crew and make up 36% of the 
roadcrew. Their roles vary from Safety 
Officer, Traffic Control and Plant Operator. 
Regina who has been on the project 
since 2019 said “my daughter is finishing 
off her Traffic Controller training and will 
start soon”. Regina indicated, that she can 
have time off to deal with family matters 
and the family will still have at least one 
income coming in.

L-R: Maureen Sampi, Blanche Williams, Regina 
Sebastian, Kamesa Sibosado, Carla Davey, Dawn 
Chulung. August 2021.

Dampier Peninsula ladies on the Project

Local Workers




