
 

 

 

 

Smart Freeway Mitchell Southound:  
Hester Avenue to Warwick Road 

September 2021 

New lane configuration 

Despite wet weather impacting our scheduled works, progress has been ramping up - with the project more visible 
following installation of a large portion of temporary pavement marking and safety barrier between the Ocean Reef 
Road and Warwick Road. 

You may also see PVC pipes along the verge of the freeway, marking services that require protection during 
construction (such as water pipes, power and communication cables).  

The temporary lane configuration has been installed to enable construction of the third freeway lane next to the rail 
median. Excavation works have also commenced in this area, as well as the installation of new storm water 
drainage. 

The temporary lane configuration is expected to stay in place for the next 6 months.  Because of the narrower lane 
widths, the speed limit will remain restricted to 80km/h.   

We ask all motorists to drive to the conditions and adhere to traffic management in place, both for the safety of 
other motorists as well as our workers who are alongside the live traffic.  

 

Construction Update 



 

Why nightworks? 

Nightworks have been necessary to ensure the safety of workers and to avoid delays to road users on the freeway 
during the day, whilst new lane configurations are put in place.  

During this process, the freeway is reduced to a single lane in places as work crews progressively move from north 
to south, to remove the old lines using water blasting and grinding, before new lines and barriers are installed. 

Unfortunately, due to the prolonged wet weather during July and August, not all nightworks were completed within 
the original timeframe.  As a result, nightworks will continue into September to complete all remaining line marking, 
which typically requires 24 hours of dry weather prior to application. 

The excessive water has had an impact on pavement condition, with a higher than usual number of pothole repairs 
being required along the temporary alignment.  

To address this, the road surface is being inspected regularly and a dedicated pothole repair crew has been formed 
to make repairs.  For safety, pothole repairs must also be performed at night.  

Upcoming works 

September will see the completion of the barrier installation and temporary line marking for the remaining section 
of freeway.  Namely, between Warwick Road and Reid Highway at the southern end - and a portion of works at 
Hodges Drive at the northern end, weather permitting. 

 

Drainage installation will also continue, along with excavation works to widen the freeway to the median and 
prepare for pavement construction.  

Trees will be removed to create space for the new lane and concrete safety barrier on the median.  Discussions are 
being held with the Wood Turners Association and Perth Zoo in the hope that some of the timber can be 
repurposed.  Any remaining timber will be mulched and used for landscaping on the project. 

For further information please visit our webpage, and subscribe for updates.   


