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MITCHELL FREEWAY - HESTER AVENUE TO WARWICK 
ROAD - SMART FREEWAYS PROJECT 

VENUE:  KINGSLEY MEMORIAL CLUBROOMS. 68 KINGSLEY DR, KINGSLEY  
6:30PM START, TUESDAY, 20 JULY 2021 

WORKSHOP SUMMARY 

1. WELCOME, WORKSHOP PURPOSE AND PROCESS 
Matthew Pike (workshop facilitator) welcomed participants to the workshop, outlined the 
process and explained that the purpose of the workshop is:  

 To establish the Mitchell Freeway Smart Freeways Hodges Drive to Warwick Road 
Community Reference Group; and 

 Identify the priority considerations for the group. 

The workshop agenda is provided at Attachment One.  A list of workshop participants is 
provided at Attachment Two.  Matthew thanked all members of the CRG for taking the time 
to participate in the group.   Each CRG member provided a brief personal introduction.   
 

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE  
Matthew Pike explained the Terms of Reference (ToR) as follows: 
 

 
CRG member comment was invited on the Terms of Reference. 
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3. PROJECT BACKGROUND & SCOPE 
Mike Kapitola explained the background of the project and provided an outline of the scope 
of the works as follows: 
 

Transforming Perth’s Freeways 
 Transforming Perth’s Freeways (TPF) 

Strategic Program focuses on the 
problems on the Kwinana and Mitchell 
freeways, between now and 2036 

 Proposes a combination of capital 
investment and ’better use of existing 
infrastructure programs’ to achieve and 
sustain a balanced freeway network 

 Phase 1 projects are completed 
 Phase 2 projects are funded – including 

this project.  

 

Smart Freeway Mitchell Southbound Projects 
Coordination 

 Smart Freeway in total being delivered by 
three projects 

 Opening – Late 2023 

 
 

Project Scope: Smart Freeway Mitchell Southbound 
- Hester Avenue to Warwick Road  

 Coordinated traffic signals at 9 freeway entry 
ramps including widening works 

 Third freeway lane - Hodges Drive to Hepburn 
Avenue (median)  

 Dedicated lane - Hepburn Avenue entry ramp to 
Warwick Road exit ramp (auxiliary lane) 

 Concrete barrier upgrade - Hodges Drive to 
Reid Highway 

 Emergency stopping bays and emergency 
breakdown lane 

 Principal Shared Path (PSP) - Ocean Reef 
Road to Warwick Train Station 

 Noise and amenity walls 
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Contractor Information 
 A partnered project between Main Roads & H2H Joint Venture 
 Contract Award – 12 Feb 2021 
 Designer – WSP, BEST and WGA 
 Traffic Consultant - Strada 

 

4. PROJECT PRESENTATION 
Stuart Douglas provided an overview of the project as follows: 

Project status and timeline 
 On site June 2021 
 Currently undertaking 85% detailed design; activities include: 

o Geotechnical and site investigations 
o Environmental approvals 
o Noise monitoring and assessment 
o Consultation with key stakeholders 

 Night works underway to set up traffic management (removal of existing line 
markings, new lines painted and traffic barriers installed) 

Construction works completed to date 
 Commencement of temporary line marking on the freeway to switch the traffic 

towards the verge (away from the rail corridor). 
 Temporary protection fence along a large section of the rail corridor. 
 Temporary barriers received for the works – currently stored at our Neerabup 

Laydown. 
 Continuation of the line marking currently on hold pending a break in the weather. 
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Construction program 
 Works on the freeway started in late June and will progress from the northern end of 

the freeway (Hodges Dr) working south. 
 During the PSP works there will be service relocations, vegetation/tree clearing 

where required followed by the finishing works (earthworks, street lighting, surfacing 
and landscaping).  Noise walls and amenity walls are also constructed during this 
phase. 

 Work hours 7am-7pm Mon-Sat. Nightworks as required. 

 
 

4.1. MANAGING CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS 
Jonathan Christie explained the following: 

Noise 
Construction impacts such as noise and vibration are managed via a range of measures 
under the project’s Noise and Vibration Management Plan. 
 
Noise mitigation measures include: 

 Noise monitoring to ensure levels remain within the permitted range; 
 Limiting night works as far as possible; 
 Maintaining plant and equipment and ensuring that factory fitted noise controls are in 

good working order (e.g. exhaust silencers); and 
 Using lower impact reversing signals as far as practicable. 

 
If noise levels exceed the permitted range, additional mitigation measures may include: 

• The use of reduced speed limits on temporary trafficable surfaces; 
• Undertaking noisy fabrication work off-site where possible; 
• Use of material/mulch stockpiles as temporary noise barriers; 
• Erection of permanent noise walls as soon as possible; and 
• Distancing noisy work from existing dwellings where possible, for example mulching 

cleared material. 
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Vibration 
Some aspects of the construction may cause vibration to be felt by residents in properties in 
close proximity to the works. 
The level of vibration is highly unlikely to cause damage to structures, even if it results in 
doors, windows, glassware or ceramics vibrating for example. 
Vibration will be managed by a range of measures including: 

 Continuous monitoring during the operation of vibratory or percussion equipment to 
ensure 5mm/s limits are not exceeded 

 ‘Real Time’ measuring capability and automatically issues a notification, if 
predetermined vibration limits are exceeded.  

 If a resident is experiencing significant vibration, a vibration monitor can be requested 
at their property, and if the vibration exceeds the 5mm/s limit, the construction 
method will be modified to reduce vibration impacts. 

 If vibration levels are exceeded, compaction equipment may be swapped out for a 
low/micro vibration or oscillation compactor if available. 

 Property Condition Surveys will be offered to all properties within 100m of the works 
area – pre-construction and at project completion. 

 

4.2. WALLS & PSP 
Dylan Pearce explained the following: 

Noise and Amenity Walls 
 Noise monitoring June 2021 to establish baseline for forecasting future noise levels.  
 Noise modelling takes into account road geometry and topography, vehicle types, 

proposed traffic speed, future traffic volumes, road surfacing, height of the new road 
and the distance between the road and the properties.  

 Data used to determine location and height of noise walls 
 Noise monitoring will be undertaken approximately six months after project 

completion to confirm the targeted average noise levels have been achieved.  
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What will they look like? 
Note- feature panels first and last three of a noise wall section 

 
 

Principal Shared Path (PSP) 
 Construction of 5m wide shared path from Ocean Reef Road to Warwick Train 

Station 
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The following questions were raised: 

Q 
What format will the Property Condition Surveys be offered in? Will they be sent to 
the householder in a plain envelope? 

A 

The requests for Property Condition Surveys are currently being sent via the Land 
Surveyors. They will be sent to areas of the project where works are set to 
commence.   We are yet to begin working near Greenwood, and those requests will 
be sent later in the year.  

If you would like to discuss this further, please contact Louise Richardson. 

Louise Richardson will follow-up on the current area being contact for Property 
Condition Surveys. 

ACTION: Louise Richardson 

Q Will project correspondence by sent out via email? 

A 

We utilise multiple communication avenues.  These include mail, e-mail, events, 
CRG meetings and public displays.   It is always challenging to get in contact with 
both land owners and potential occupants who may be renting a house.  

Please use the Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA) website and subscribe for 
future project notifications. 

Q What is the status of the noise assessment? 

A 

MRWA have completed an initial noise assessment with a more robust assessment 
to be undertaken by the Contractor. The reporting is currently being prepared by the 
Contractor.   Jonathon to confirm the status of the report and when it will be made 
available to the public.  

ACTION:  Jonathon Christie 

The Noise and Vibration Plan will be provided via the MRWA website. 

ACTION:  Sam Xanthis 

Q Will the noise modelling report be made available to this group? 

A 
Noise Modelling will be considered as a possible future Reference Group discussion 
topic.  

ACTION: John Robertson 

Q What is happening with the noise wall near the Whitfords Train Station? 
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A 
The wall height will vary and is likely to be more than 3m tall in total in this area and 
consist of a 2.7m solid concrete wall with an acrylic sheet at the top to the required 
height. 

Q Will bush areas need to be cleared? Will the PSP be lit for its full length? 

A Yes, bush will be cleared for the new path and it will be lit.  

Q 
Joondalup have a cycle path that consists of three lanes, one for pedestrians and 
two for cyclists. Can this be considered for the PSP? 

A 
No, this would be outside the scope of work for this and other similar projects. The 
design of the PSP is built to a uniform standard along the freeway network.  

Q 
Will the existing path width from St Johns Court to the Greenwood train station 
change? 

A 
This pathway is currently around 3m wide and will be widened to the standard 
design. The PSP will be two lanes, each lane being two meters wide with a shoulder 
to both sides.  

Q 
Safety is a concern with the speed difference between cyclists and pedestrians 
using the PSP. Children also will use the PSP. In a lot of cases, you don’t know a 
cyclist is coming until they are right behind you. What is being done about this? 

A 
The PSP has been designed to improve safety and is being widened from 3m in 
many instances to provide suitable space and separation. 

Q 
What is the opportunity for this group to influence design and to vary the scope? 
What can this group do to help? 

A 

The focus of this group will be on the noise and amenity walls and the Principal 
Shared Path. We want to tap into local knowledge to identify finer grained detail. 

We will apply the standards used elsewhere on the network to create consistency 
and uniformity. This increases safety.  

Macro level funding for noise walls and other design elements is in place and your 
input will help inform the final design. 

An unforeseen issue may result in exception, but existing standards will apply. 

Q How do people get to the website? 

A 
Google Search on Smart Freeway Mitchell Southbound. 

www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/projects-initiatives/projects/metropolitan/smartfreeways/  

 

5. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Louise Richardson provided an overview of Community Engagement as follows: 

Activities to Date 
 Project update distributed to 20,000+ properties 
 Advanced notices of night works distributed 
 Property Condition Surveys  
 Phase one market research completed 
 CRG established 
 Ongoing management of enquiries 
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Upcoming Activities 
 Information displays at key locations (August - TBC) 
 Ongoing advanced notice of works that may impact on the community or road users 
 Continued roll out of Property Condition Surveys 
 CRG meetings 
 Liaison with residents regarding noise walls 
 Ongoing management of enquiries 
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6. ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
CRG members provide comment as shown below. 

NAME COMMENT 

Scott 
Shinnick 

Is the State Planning Policy the benchmark for noise mitigation? Where can 
we get that information?  

Answer:   
Yes, for noise the Policy is SPP 5.4 and additional information will be 
provided by the team at a future meeting.    

ACTION:  Louise Richardson 
Will pre and post construction noise measures be taken? 

Answer:   
Yes, to confirm the targets are not exceeded. 

I am happy for my first name and street name to be shared but not my 
house number.  

Cris Dolbel 
Property Condition Surveys are important. I want to get one of these.  
Louise to contact Cris to organise a Property Condition Surveys. 

ACTION: Louise Richardson 

Valdimar 
Jonsson 

Will the changes being made by Smart Freeways change the noise 
modelling? Do these changes get included into the noise modelling? 

Answer: 
Yes. Smart Freeways will change the noise profile and this has been 
incorporated into the noise modelling. The modelling includes the 
traffic movements, surfacing type, topography and other variables. 
The Contractor will assess the resultant noise levels following the 
installation of the noise walls. If these targets are exceeded, they will 
make changes to the noise walls accordingly.  

Does the rail noise get captured?  
Answer: 
Rail noise will be mitigated; however the modelling only includes 
traffic noise. Any changes to rail noise would need to be addressed 
by the Public Transport Authority. 

Paul Covich 

I am a cyclist and I use the path to Greenwood station. This currently 
doesn’t connect well to Perth. What will be done here? 

Answer: 
The ultimate configuration is still to be developed however this will 
be included in a future project. 

Ian 

Will the amenity wall provide any protection from noise? The freeway is a 
long way away from houses. I prefer no amenity wall to retain trees.  The 
current PSP is not used much with cyclists using the road.   

Answer: 
Other people in your community may not agree.  We will take this on 
notice and go through this with the local community. The local MP is 
requesting the inclusion of the Amenity Wall.  We will collate some 
images for this area.  

ACTION: Sam Xanthis 
What is the impact on the vegetation?  

Answer: 
It is likely to be significant impact with clearing required for 
construction space. 
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NAME COMMENT 

Les Hancock 

Will this information be available on the website? 
Answer: 
The noise wall locations are not yet available on the website. They 
will be made available shortly.  

Can I provide this information to my neighbours? If so, who can I tell? 
Answer: 
We want you to share this information with your local community, 
however, the current design is still being worked on and may 
change. We will provide the updated design shortly.   

Are we able to get an idea of where other members of this group live?  
Answer: 
We will update the list to show who is represented.  

ACTION: Louise Richardson 

Tim Richards 

I am disappointed to see the break in the PSP at Hepburn Avenue.  
At Greenwood station, there is a T-junction that is dangerous. It is 
dangerous to walk on let alone cycle. When will this area be fixed and when 
will the PSP be completed?  

Answer: 
We will be upgrading the concrete section. We are looking at the 
scope of works around this with PTA. The section near Kanangra 
Park also needs an upgrade through the train station and is a PTA 
initiative. 

Suzanne 
Apps 

The noise wall and PSP are difficult to see in those images. Can better 
quality images be circulated?  

Answer: 
These are not finalised, but we will issue a draft version. We can 
provide these on the basis that things may change.  

Lots of graffiti in certain sections. What can be done about that?  
Answer: 
We use durable paint and anti-graffiti to help with washing/cleaning 
requirements. 

Mick Jones 

Are we able to get access to noise modelling? 
Answer: 
We will make noise modelling a topic for future discussion using the 
latest available information. 

Noise walls not erected at commercial and POS which is one third of 
Greenwood.   

Answer: 
Noise walls will only be used where modelling shows that residential 
noise levels exceed the permitted noise levels.  
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NAME COMMENT 

Ashlee Levett 

Do we have the list of Greenwood streets affected by noise walls?  
Answer: 
Yes. The map shows these. Buchanan will have a noise wall.  

Are we able to review the Noise Management Plan? 
Answer: 
Yes, it will be published to website shortly.  

What is provided in the long-term noise monitoring? Will this occur beyond 6 
months after completion of the works?  

Answer: 
No, noise measurements will be taken around 6 months after 
completion of the works. The modelling will go out to 2041.  

How is the predictive traffic data gathered? What is the source?  
Answer: 
We will make noise modelling a topic for future discussion using the 
latest available information. 

Will the summary be released?  
Answer: 
Yes, on the website and directly with the CRG. 

David Hart 
There has been plenty of information provided tonight. I will go through the 
website. More than enough for me to get started.  

Geoff Hales 

I am happy with the information being provided. You have basically covered 
things so far. I am interested in the noise monitoring information.  
When will the images and information be made public? We would like to be 
able to give some information to the others in our street. With the increase 
foot traffic, we have some concerns about safety.  

Answer: 
We will issue information to the CRG and through the website.  

Are the amenity walls and noise walls likely to be on the boundary or set 
back? 

Answer: 
Generally, they are set back a little. We are looking at the spatial 
constraints for some of those walls on boundaries currently. 
The concepts are likely to remain as presented into detailed design. 

What is the difference between the concept and the detailed design? 
Answer: 
There are some areas that are changing. Moving the noise wall off 
the boundary.  

Is there likely to be an additional wall or the like added to provide visual 
protection and what height will the lighting of the PSP be at?   

Answer: 
Lights will be shielded to avoid light spill. 

What is planned for the Warwick Road section? 
Answer: 
We are looking into the underpass at Greenwood but it is not funded 
as part of this project. 
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NAME COMMENT 

Bernie 
Hawkins 

More revegetation information would be good.  Is there an intention to 
revegetate the residential street side of the path?    

Answer: 
We will revegetate anything impacted by the works.  Other areas 
won’t be revegetated.   Seed stock or tube stock will be used and 
maintained for the initial three years 

Are we able to get a bit more detail regarding the revegetation? Is there any 
likelihood of vegetation added to the street side? 

Answer: 
We will provide information regarding the revegetation. This will be 
part of the landscaping design. There will not be additional planting 
provided along streets only where we are removing existing 
vegetation.  

Will there be tree planting between local roads and the PSP?  
Answer: 
No, only on the freeway side generally.  
Landscaping and soil types are quite unique and using endemic 
plants to get a higher survival rate. We will be planting of tube stock 
and seed. These will eventually grow to become a mix of plants and 
significant trees where there is suitable separation to traffic, but we 
are not planting full grown. We will maintain the trees for a 3-year 
period until they are established. 
The use of two paths would result in a wider profile resulting in less 
landscaping and more clearing.  
The noise walls will form part of the landscaping. We will integrate 
this into the design. 

Louise 
Richardson 

We had lots to cover tonight, does two hours suit better?  
Answer: 
The consensus is two hours with a view to finish earlier if possible.  

 

7. NEXT STEPS:   

Topics of interest for next meeting: 

 Noise and traffic modelling and data gathering techniques. 

 

Next steps include: 

 Workshop Summary will be provided to Louise Richardson for distribution. 

 Next meeting scheduled for 24th August 2021 at 6:00pm. The meeting will be 
scheduled for 2 hours. 

 

The workshop closed at 8:40pm.  
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ATTACHMENT ONE  

WORKSHOP AGENDA 

PURPOSE:    
 To establish the Mitchell Freeway Smart Freeways Hodges Drive to Warwick Road 

Community Reference Group; and  
 Identify the priority considerations for the group. 
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ATTACHMENT TWO 
WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS 

Community Reference Group Members 

NAME GROUP 

David Hart Community representative 

Joe Germano Community representative 

Pamela Jonsson Community representative 

Cris Dobel Community representative 

Les Hancock Community representative 

Geoff Hales Community representative 

Tim Richards Community representative 

Scott Shinnick Community representative 

Suzanne Apps Community representative 

Paul Covich Community representative 

Ashlee Levett Community representative 

Bernie Hawkins Community representative 

Mick Jones Community representative 

Elbe Stadler Community representative 

Ian  Community representative 

Jill Germano Community representative 

 Germano Community representative 

Matthew Pike  Estill and Associates Pty Ltd – Facilitator 

Linton Pike  Estill and Associates Pty Ltd – Facilitation Support 
 

Project Team 

NAME GROUP 

Mike Kapitola Main Roads Western Australia 

John Robertson Main Roads Western Australia 

Sam Xanthis Main Roads Western Australia 

Stuart Douglas H2HJV 

Jonathan Christie H2HJV 

Dylan Pearce H2HJV 

Louise Richardson H2HJV 

Greg Donald H2HJV - Landscaping 

Apologies 

NAME GROUP 

Darryl Kleeman Community representative 
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Streets represented on CRG 

 Lyndoch Crescent 

 Buchanan Avenue 

 Lee Court 

 Alperton Court 

 Cupar Place 

 Perivale Close 

 Kanangra Crescent 

 Kilcairn Place 

 Clapton Court 

 Pennant Place 

 St John’s Court 

 Waitara Crescent 

 Bromley Place 


