
The Murdoch Drive 
Connection project is 
progressing well, with works 
underway across key work 
zones. The project includes 
a southern connection from 
the Roe Highway/Kwinana 
Freeway interchange 
to Murdoch Drive, and 
connections to local roads.

Construction has been underway 
since late 2017, including clearing, 
earthworks and base preparation in 
the following key zones:

• The ‘Murdoch University triangle’ 
area north of Farrington Road in 
preparation for construction of a 
bridge over Farrington Road, to 
connect to Murdoch Drive;

• The ‘western triangle’ area 
between Hope Road in Bibra 
Lake, and Murdoch Chase 
estate in North Lake where 
the main road alignment and 
Principal Shared Path (PSP) will 
be located;

• The areas east and west of 
Kwinana Freeway, for the 
Freeway interchange loops 
and structures.  This zone also 
includes the Kwinana Freeway 
Northbound Widening (northern 
section) to Farrington Road;
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Upon completion of the Murdoch Drive Connection project, a southern connection will be provided from 
Kwinana Freeway and Roe Highway to the Murdoch Activity Centre (MAC).  The project will improve 
journey times to Fiona Stanley Hospital for visitors, patients and emergency vehicles and is being 
delivered by the Metropolitan Road Improvement Alliance (MRIA) on behalf of Main Roads.

June 2018: crane at the Murdoch Drive Connection site lifts beams into place for the PSP underpass

• Bibra Drive to Baker Court which 
will link the main road alignment 
with Bibra Drive;

• The realignment of Hope 
Road which is scheduled for 
completion and reopening in late 
September 2018;

Bridges

Key bridges in the project include 
a bridge over Farrington Road, 
bridges over Kwinana Freeway 
and the Murdoch Drive Connection 
loops. 

A key project milestone reached in 
June 2018 was the installation of 
beams for the PSP underpass.
The underpass is now largely 
complete with the realigned PSP 
under construction. The PSP is 
expected to open in December 
2018.

The $100 million 
Murdoch Drive Connection 

project is jointly funded by 

the Australian ($92.5m) and  

State ($7.5m) governments.

Changed traffic conditions

Traffic management is required for the safety of drivers, cyclists and pedestrians, and our workforce during construction.  
Upcoming traffic impacts include:

Farrington Road - Murdoch Triangle

Commence median and slip lane works (9am-2pm or 8pm-6am) September 2018

Commence construction of bridge abutments (Bridge over Farrington Road) November 2018

Kwinana Freeway 

PSP detour for Kwinana Freeway Northbound Widening Works (several phases)

• APPROVED: Phase 1 detour of PSP from Dowell Place to Farrington Road 
(September - December 2018)

• Subsequent phases to be communicated following consultation with 
stakeholders

September 2018 - late 2019

Lane realignments on Kwinana Freeway north bound lanes for bridge construction December 2018 – July 2019

Lane realignments on Kwinana Freeway to commence sheet piling at Bolderwood 
Reserve 

December 2018

Kwinana Freeway night closure to install bridge beams February 2019  

Bibra Drive 

No pedestrian access on Baker Court - detour via Bibra Drive path Commenced August 2018

Construction of roundabout and tie-in works December 2018 – March 2019

Completion and opening October 2019

Community engagement 

A Construction Reference Group (CRG) was formed in August 2017 with the 
first meeting held in September. Members include representatives from the 
City of Melville and Cockburn, a local Member of Parliament, residents groups, 
local residents, businesses and special interest groups.

Construction and community engagement updates have been provided at 
each meeting and requests for further information followed up by the MRIA 
team. MRIA have followed up requests and actions from the CRG in relation 
to design, construction and communication. Some areas of discussion have 
included:

All CRG meeting minutes are published on the project webpage, once 
endorsed by the group.

Stay updated

For up to date information on construction activities and changes to traffic 
conditions, subscribe for road works updates to your inbox. Visit https://
project.mainroads.wa.gov.au/home/southmetropolitan/murdochdrive 
and click ‘Subscribe for updates’. 

Managing construction 
impacts

Construction activities such as 
vegetation clearing, earthworks, 
road construction and concreting 
may create some construction 
impacts such as dust, noise and 
vibration. Managing these impacts 
is of high importance to MRIA 
and we aim to minimise disruption 
and keep local residents informed 
wherever possible.

Some works must be undertaken 
at night to avoid major disruption 
to high volume daytime traffic 
and the associated risks to our 
workforce. 

A fact sheet on how MRIA is 
‘Managing Construction Impacts’ 
can be downloaded from the 
project website at https://
project.mainroads.wa.gov.
au/home/southmetropolitan/
murdochdrive

• Visual screening
• Noise mitigation
• Clearing and fauna management

• Traffic modelling
• Lighting design
• Urban design

For more information visit www.mainroads.wa.gov.au, 
call 138 138 or email enquiries@MRIAlliance.com.au
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Changes to local paths

PSP detours

MRIA is also delivering the 
northern section of the Kwinana 
Freeway Northbound Widening 
project, from the southern end 
of Bolderwood Reserve in South 
Lake, to Farrington Road, North 
Lake. The project includes 
construction of an additional 
northbound lane for Kwinana 
Freeway between Russell Road 
and Farrington Road, as well as 
upgrades to PSP and associated 
infrastructure. 

A series of PSP detours will be 
required to ensure the safety of 
cyclists, pedestrians, road users 
and our workforce whilst works are 
taking place.
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PSP Detour Kwinana Fwy Northbound Widening

Existing PSP (closed) Existing PSP (open) 

Phase 1 PSP detour on western side of the Kwinana Freeway commencing 24 September 2018 Pedestrian detour for Baker Court to Bibra Drive

The first phase, commencing 24 
September, involves detouring PSP 
users on the western side of the 
Freeway from Dowell Place, onto 
local roads through Bibra Lake to 
Farrington Road in North Lake.  

This phase of the detour continues 
until December 2018 (approximate 
timing).

Subsequent phases will see 
detours extend south to Russell 
Road in Success.  Detours will 
be shortened or removed at the 
earliest possibility.

Signage

Temporary signs showing detour 
route maps will be located 
at PSP entry points and on 
Farrington Road and Russell Road, 
immediately prior to diversion 

locations. The signs will remain in 
place for the duration of the works.

Directional signage will guide 
cyclists through the detour route.  
The signs will be attached to light 
posts and reviews of effectiveness 
and condition will be conducted 
regularly.

Resident and road user 

precautions

Road users are asked to take extra 
care when driving along the detour 
route.  Cyclists and pedestrians 
may be required to use roads 
they are not familiar with and their 
journey will be longer.  Drivers are 
asked to look out for cyclists at all 
times, slow down when passing 
and take extra care when exiting 
and entering driveways.  On bin 
day, local residents are asked to 
place rubbish bins carefully on 
kerbs to avoid obstructions on 
footpaths.

Baker Court to Bibra Drive 

closed to pedestrians

A pedestrian detour is in place, 
redirecting pedestrians from 
Baker Court to Bibra Drive for the 
duration of the works. See map 
below for alternative route shown 

Design update

Major aspects of design are 
complete. The road design, 
noise walls, lighting, visual 
screening and landscaping, 
and transit plans are presented 
to the project Construction 
Reference Group and reviewed 
by Local Government and Main 
Roads.

Street lighting

12.5 metre double outreach light poles 
will be located in the median of the 
Murdoch Drive Connection, similar to 
those on Farrington Road (250 watt high 
pressure sodium).

Shared Path/Principal Shared Path 
lighting will include 7 metre tall single 
outreach light poles, the same as 
those currently located on the Kwinana 
Freeway PSP  (150 watt high pressure 
sodium). The only variation are lights at 

key locations in Bibra Lake, where 
lighting guards will be installed to 
minimise impacts of light spill from 
the PSP lighting directly adjacent to 
residential properties.

Noise walls

Noise walls are designed in 
accordance with State Planning 
Policy 5.4 Road and Rail Transport 
Noise and Freight Considerations in 
Land Use Planning.

Limestone noise walls between 
four and five metres high will be 
constructed adjacent to the main 
road alignment to reduce noise for 
Murdoch Chase (North Lake), Bibra 
Lake and Leeming residents.  No 
noise walls are planned for property 
boundaries, to minimise impacts to 
local residents. 

• MRIA is required to provide 
practical and reasonable 
measures to mitigate noise levels 
to below 60 decibels (daytime);

• Modelling is conducted using 
current and future traffic 
projections and takes into 
account topography, and is then 
calibrated;

• Studies are required to be 
conducted 6 months after 
completion of construction to 
verify noise levels.

Visual screening

Screening walls have been offered 
to a number of residents where 
a visual intrusion issue has been 
identified.  

A small number of residents will 
receive higher colorbond fences on 
their property boundaries due to 
the principal shared path being built 
at a level that is significantly higher 
than backyards. 

In other areas, vegetation screening 
will be provided between the PSP 
and properties.

Transit changes (upon completion), as 

agreed with Transperth

Murdoch Drive

• Stop No. 19953 (northbound) – will be relocated 

north by 100m.

• Stop No. 19952 (southbound) – will remain as 

existing.

Farrington Road

• Stop No. 20388 (eastbound) – will  be relocated to 

Murdoch Drive northbound

• Stop No. 20389 (westbound) - no change.

Bibra Drive

• Stop No. 20359 – to be removed

• Stop No. 20360 – to be removed
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