
The Murdoch Drive 
Connection comprises 
the extension of 
Murdoch Drive south 
from Farrington Road 
to provide connections 
to Roe Highway and 
Kwinana Freeway. 

The project has been 
planned in various forms 
for more than 10 years 
and is required to reduce 
congestion, provide better 
access to Fiona Stanley 
Hospital and help the 
Murdoch Activity Centre 
(MAC) meet its economic 
potential as a major 
employment and research 
centre. 
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Rationale
Access to Fiona Stanley Hospital 
and the MAC from Kwinana Freeway 
Northbound is currently limited to South 
Street (via Murdoch Drive). During busy 
periods, this limitation leads to severe 
congestion on South Street and the 
freeway. 

This congestion is impeding access to 
Fiona Stanley Hospital for patients and 
emergency vehicles.

With the MAC expected to become 
one of the largest employment centres 
outside the Perth CBD, congestion will 
only intensify if a dedicated access point 
from the south is not created. 

History
The Murdoch Specialised Activity 
Centre Structure Plan, first endorsed 
in 2007 and revised in 2014, identified 
the co-location of the St John of God 
Hospital Murdoch, Fiona Stanley 
Hospital, Murdoch University and 
Challenger Institute of Technology 
as a major opportunity to develop a 
significant employment centre based 
around health, education and research 
which will assist in diversifying the 
Western Australian economy. 

The Plan states that “…the success 
of the activity centre will depend 
upon the staged delivery of key 
transport infrastructure to ensure an 
appropriate level of accessibility to 
and within the centre, in particular 
the provision of a southern access 
route.” 

Benefits
Upon completion, the project will relieve 
peak time congestion on Murdoch Drive, 
South Street and Kwinana Freeway. 

It will lead to shorter and more 
predictable journey times for those who 
work or live in the Murdoch Precinct, 
as well as visitors to, patients of, and 
emergency vehicles serving Fiona 
Stanley Hospital.

It will support the ongoing development 
of the MAC as a major employment, 
education and research centre.

In addition, a network of new shared 
paths will improve connectivity for 
pedestrians and cyclists between 
the current end of Roe Highway and 
Farrington Road / Murdoch Drive.



Context
The project budget is $100 million, 
jointly funded by the Commonwealth 
and State governments.

Murdoch Drive Connection is just one 
of a number of significant projects in a 
program of congestion-busting initiatives 
in Perth’s south.

Other road projects include:

• Widening of 7km of Armadale Road 
to a dual carriageway between 
Anstey Road and Tapper Road

• A bridge from Armadale Road to 
North Lake Road over Kwinana 
Freeway, alleviating congestion at 
Cockburn Central

• Widening of Kwinana Freeway 
northbound from Russell Road to 
Roe Highway 

• Development of Perth’s first “Smart 
Freeway” between Roe Highway and 
the Narrows Bridge

• Upgrades to Karel Avenue 

Project timetable
The project is currently in the detailed 
planning stage. This will determine 
the alignment of the road, boundary 
treatments and noise mitigation 
measures. 

Initial construction activity is expected to 
begin in mid-late 2017.

Availability of concept designs
Concept designs will be uploaded to 
the project page on the Main Roads 
website in 1-2 months’ time following 
discussions with local stakeholders. 

Land impacts
The project will be constructed within 
the existing Roe Highway / Kwinana 
Freeway road reserve and on land 
owned by Main Roads. The project has 
no impact on the Beeliar Wetlands. 

Noise management
Noise impacts will be mitigated through 
the construction of noise walls at the 
project boundaries, in particular adjacent 
to residential areas at the north-east, 
north-west and south-west quadrants 
of the Roe Highway / Kwinana Freeway 
Interchange. Details of the noise walls 
will be determined the detailed design 
stage and in consultation with the 
community. 

During the construction stage, noise 
levels will be managed through the 
implementation of an approved Noise 
Management Plan in accordance with 
environmental approvals. 

Employment opportunities
It is anticipated that the project will 
create approximately 700 direct and 
indirect jobs. 

There will be opportunities for suppliers 
and subcontractors to tender for 
packages of work on this project at the 
appropriate time and in accordance with 
normal practice.

Murdoch Drive 
Connection forms 
part of a $2.3 billion 
package of road and 
rail infrastructure 
works, announced 
by Premier Mark 
McGowan on  
7 May 2017. 

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Main Roads will liaise closely with 
the local community through the 
project delivery stage. In the coming 
months, we will engage directly with 
residents at the boundaries of the 
project as well as other relevant local 
business owners, amenity groups 
and neighbouring landowners.

In addition, the local community 
will be able to access project 
information in a range of ways – 
through newsletters, a dedicated 
webpage and information sessions.

To register your interest or for more 
information, please contact Main 
Roads:

138 138
enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au
www.mainroads.wa.gov.au


