
 

 

Last month, the High Street Upgrade project formally opened 

to traffic. With road and shared path users now utilising the 

improved network, our attention has turned to the project’s 

revegetation program. A three-year program is on track to 

begin over the winter months, under the direct management 

of Main Roads.  

About the revegetation program 

The High Street revegetation program has been carefully 

considered for a number of years, in consultation with key local 

stakeholders including the City of Fremantle.  

The planting program will complement the existing hard 

landscaping to provide feature landscapes and help to 

integrate the new roadway into the existing streetscape. The 

landscaping works are also designed, where possible, to 

provide screening and improve visual amenity. Additional tree 

planting is included in the program to increase the project’s 

canopy cover. 

Planting is themed to match existing vegetation complexes and 

reflect the area’s connection to the Fremantle Region. The 

majority of the vegetation will be drawn from suitable proven 

native species that are endemic to the Swan Coastal Plain.  This 

will be complemented by selected species from the Wildflower 

Capital Initiative to provide flower colour and foliage texture 

within the landscape. 

Tree planting will be restricted to locations with suitable ground 

conditions and areas that do not conflict with underground 

service corridors. This is because ground preparation works 

cannot occur within the vicinity of services, and tree growth 

within these zones may impact the services in the future. In 

addition, Black Cockatoo foraging species are required to be 

planted 10 metres from the road to protect the species from 

traffic once established. Tree species will include Corymbia 

ficifolia, Eucalyptus gomphocephala (Tuart) and Eucalyptus 

decipiens, Melalueca lanceolata as well as Agonis flexuosa.  

The revegetation program will take place over the next three 

winters. Main Roads and the City of Fremantle will be 

responsible for ongoing maintenance of the landscaping 

during this time and ensuring the establishment and survival of 

new plants, trees and shrubs.  

Revegetation across the project area 

Stirling Highway, between High Street and Marmion 

Street 

The Stirling Highway landscaping plan has been developed to 

improve visual amenity for road users and residents, without 

compromising the safety of pedestrians and cyclists using the 

new Forrest Street underpass. 

The proposed program combines new groundcover plants with 

tree planting, to ensure lines of sight around the underpass are 
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Revegetation program to begin in winter 2022 

The new High Street and Stirling Highway roundabout site will include feature planting, such as banksia speciosa (left) and Beaufortia ‘summer 

flame’ (right). 



 

maintained, in accordance with passive surveillance and crime 

prevention principles. 

Street tree planting within the Stirling Highway median is not 

possible due to road safety considerations. There is insufficient 

space in the median to allow adequate clearance between trees 

and traffic lanes. 

Street tree planting is proposed along Wood Street North 

(where not in conflict with services), with shrub and ground 

cover planting included to soften the visual impact of the noise 

wall and enhance the streetscape.  

High Street and Stirling Highway roundabout 

Landscaping treatment at Stirling Highway and High Street 

roundabout includes feature planting, paving and gravels to 

enhance this location as a new “gateway” into Fremantle.  

Planting and aggregate designs for the roundabout will provide 

a visual connection to the artwork colours and design of 

surrounding noise walls. 

The roundabout has been deliberately mounded to provide 

sufficient soil depth for plant establishment and long-term 

growth. 

Banksia speciosa (see image above) has been selected for this 

location due to its beauty and form; it has prominent showy 

flowers with geometric leaves.  It was also selected for its 

suitability to coastal sites, the existing soil types and its visual 

connectivity to previous Banksia woodland species within the 

coastal plain. 

The splitter islands on the outside of the roundabout will also 

include native feature planting. Species include Banksia 

blechnifolia, Melaleuca huegelii and Anigozanthos (kangaroo 

paws).  

High Street, between Montreal Street and Carrington 

Street 

The opportunity for widespread planting in this location is 

limited by the tightly constrained layout on the northern side 

of High Street following the introduction of the new local 

access road. However, the wide median strip on High Street will 

be treated with groundcover and tree planting to strengthen 

the streetscape and complement the mature trees that were 

retained in this location as part of the project’s design. Planting 

opportunities on the southern side of High Street in this 

location are also being explored.  

 

Further information  

If you have any questions or concerns, please email 

enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au or call 138 138.  

For further information visit the project page via 

www.mainroads.wa.gov.au 
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