
 

 

 

 

High Street Upgrade 

Stirling Highway to Carrington Street 

LANDSCAPING UPDATE  

AUGUST 2022 

With the winter rains now upon us, 

planting activity has commenced in 

various locations close to High Street 

and Stirling Highway. This follows a 

program of preparatory works, which 

has included weed control, mulching, 

service relocations and design set-outs. 
 

Preparatory activity 

  

Preparatory activities have been required to prepare the 

revegetation sites for planting and maximise the chances of 

successful establishment. These have included extensive 

weed control and application of mulch. Seeding activity has 

also taken place on City of Fremantle verges impacted by 

construction. 
  

Planting timing, considerations and constraints 

  

The timing of the revegetation program is influenced by 

various considerations, primarily creating the conditions to 

give our species the optimum chances of success. For this 

reason, it is essential the planting sites undergo extensive 

preparation to ensure the areas are free from weeds and 

other imported material.  
  

We will only commence planting in a location once we are 

confident the necessary site preparation has occurred, as 

undertaking retrospective weed control would pose a 

significant risk to the new vegetation. Based on this 

consideration, the planting of certain sites containing a high 

weed load, including locations close to Marmion Street and 

Early planting activity underway across project site 

Banksia species ready for planting at the Stirling Highway / High Street roundabout 



 

 

the High Street median and southern verge (Carrington to 

Montreal St), will be deferred to winter 2023. 
  

Selection and size of species 

  

The new vegetation comprises proven native species that are 

endemic to the Swan Coastal Plain.  This will be 

complemented by selected species from the Wildflower 

Capital Initiative to provide flower colour and foliage texture 

within the landscape.  
  

Planting comprises a mix of tube stock and larger specimens 

of up to 35 litres where appropriate. It should be noted that 

while tube stock plants appear small when first planted, their 

success rate can often be higher than more established 

specimens.  
  

Site constraints 

  

The revegetation design also considers site constraints 

including underground services and maintenance corridors, 

as well as the requirement for appropriate setbacks from 

major roads, structures, roadside furniture and property 

boundaries. For instance, any cockatoo foraging tree species 

are required to be set back at least 10m from the road.  In 

addition, there is a critical requirement to maintain clear site 

lines at intersections, particularly the High Street and Stirling 

Highway roundabout.  
  

Planting program – August-September 2022 

  

Subject to the availability of stock and resources, the following 

activities are scheduled to take place between now and mid-

September.  
  

Stirling Highway, Marmion Street to High Street 

roundabout 

  

Wood Street North – Understorey planting and tree planting 

(Eucalyptus decipiens), subject to consideration of services 

corridor. Cockatoo foraging species where possible. 
Stirling Highway Eastern Verge (Forrest Street to Holland 

Street) – Ground cover planting and tree tubestock, subject to 

appropriate setbacks from the road. 
Holland Street East – Tree planting (2x Agonis flexuosa), 

ground cover, tree tubestock and cockatoo foraging species. 
Stirling Highway to High Street eastern embankment, 

between Holland Street and Montreal Street – Tree 

planting (12 Eucalyptus specimens) and ground cover, tree 

tubestock and cockatoo foraging species planting where 

suitable. 
Stirling Highway to High Street western verge – Tree 

planting (3x Agonis flexuosa). Understorey planting and tree 

tubestock planting, subject to appropriate setbacks from the 

road and noise walls.  

 Stirling Highway and High Street roundabout 

  

High Street verge, south of roundabout – Ground cover 

planting, tree tubestock and feature planting. 
High Street road median, west of roundabout – Ground 

cover planting, tree tubestock and feature planting. 
Corner of High Street and Wood Street South – Tree 

planting (5x agonia flexuosa) and ground cover planting. Note 

planting at the eastern corner of the Wood Street South cul de 

sac will be undertaken by the City of Fremantle in 2023. 
Montreal Street South verge – tree planting (6 trees) to 

complement grass seeding completed in June. 
  

High Street  

  

Terrazzo Lane –Tree planting (7x Corymbia ficifolia) to 

complement grass seeding completed in June,  subject to 

consideration of services corridor 
Pulford Lane – Tree planting (6x Corymbia ficifolia) to 

complement grass seeding completed in June, , subject to 

underground services investigations. 
Wilkinson Street to Coode Street, adjacent to Newspaper 

House - Tree planting (5x Corymbia ficifolia) to complement 

grass seeding completed in June, subject to underground 

services investigations. 
Northern verge, east of Robinson Street – Tree planting (8x 

Eucalyptus erythrocorys.  
  

Summer activity – monitoring and preparing 

for 2023 program 

  

The remaining High Street median trees will be monitored on 

an ongoing basis by the Arbor Centre (professional 

horticulturist consultants). The Centre’s remit includes 

assessment of tree health, applying treatment as 

required and summer watering. The Arbor Centre will also be 

responsible for growing and installing the trees required for 

2023 planting activity, which will be focused (primarily) in the 

High Street median strip.  
  

The site is unirrigated apart from the roundabout and the 

three splitter islands.  Establishment watering will occur in the 

other planted areas as required, and dependent on 

weather.  Weed management will be ongoing to assist in 

controlling weed invasiveness and to prepare the 2023 

planting sites.  We will be monitoring plant success and 

failures to determine the most suitable species for 2023 

planting and future infill planting.  
  

Further information  

If you have any questions or concerns, please email 

enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au or call 138 138.  

For further information visit the project page via 

www.mainroads.wa.gov.au 
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