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The $455 million Regional Road 
Safety Program, jointly-funded by 
the Australian ($364 million) and 
Western Australian ($91 million) 
Governments, will help improve 
road user safety and reduce 
road trauma.

In regional Western Australia, the rate of 
fatal and serious injury road crashes (from 
run-off-road and head-on crashes) is five 
times higher than the same type of crash 
in the metropolitan area. 

The Australian Government’s Regional 
Road Safety Program will significantly 
improve road user safety and help 
to reduce road trauma though the 
installation of audible edge lines and 
sealing of road shoulders to provide a 
more forgiving road environment.

Main Roads’ latest program of safety 
improvements, designed to help optimise 
the existing road formation through 
installation of audible edge lines and 
shoulder sealing, will help improve road 
user safety and reduce road trauma 
across the State road network. 

Modelling indicates that these treatments 
have the potential to reduce road trauma 
by up to 60 per cent, depending on the 
existing road width.

Between 2015 and 2019, 
42 per cent of all people 
killed, and 47 per cent 
of all people seriously 
injured were involved in 
run off road crashes on 
rural local government 
roads.
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Program Overview
Over the next two years, state and local 
regional roads will be treated with:

  • sealed shoulders
  • installation of audible edge and
  • installation of audible centre lines 

(where suitable)

Unlike the Australian and State 
Government Black Spot programs which 
focus on site-specific treatments, this 
program considers an entire route, taking 
into account both crash statistics and 
current condition.

Main Roads will prioritise nominations 
based on crash ranking, proposed 
treatments and the deliverability and 
cost effectiveness proposed by the Local 
Government.

Works not considered within this funding 
program include:

  • road formation widening
  • construction of culverts and bridges 
  • maintenance activities such as reseals 

and vegetation clearing
  • rehabilitation activities including 

overlays and pavement repairs; and
  • intersection improvements.

A copy of the program guidelines 
has been forwarded to each Local 
Government with pre-qualified road 
sections. 

How do I apply?

Ensure your nominated project is located 
within the published road sections 
provided by Main Roads. 

Submit your application to Program 
Manager Craig Forster -

email: craig.forster@mainroads.wa.gov.au 

Or post to: 
Main Roads Western Australia 
PO Box 6202 
EAST PERTH  WA  6892

Timeline
Funding for the program will be available 
in three stages. Timing for Stages Two and 
Three will be determined in consultation 
with the Australian Government.

Stage One (2020/21):

  • December 2020: Main Roads finalises 
program schedule and road section 
suitability.

  • January 2021: Local Governments 
submit nominations.

  • February 2021: Main Roads and Local 
Governments confirm deliverability.

  • March 2021: Australian Government 
approves projects.

  • April 2021: Main Roads advises Local 
Government of final program.

Further Information

For technical information please visit the 
Austroads Guide to Design page at: 
www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/guide-to-road-
design-3

For information on the wider program, 
visit the Regional Road Safety page at: 
www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/regional-road-
safety-upgrades 

For general Main Roads enquiries email 
enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au or call 
138 138. 


