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Background 
 

Project Overview 
Mitchell Freeway is the primary north-south connection between the 
CBD and northern suburbs. To accommodate for the continuous 
expansion of the metropolitan area, it has been progressively extended 
north since its initial construction in 1973. The previous extension was 
from Burns Beach Road to Hester Avenue. 
 
To service the rapidly growing north-western suburbs of Butler, 
Yanchep, Alkimos and Eglinton, as well as areas to the east including 
Nowergup, Main Roads is planning for the future extension of Mitchell 
Freeway from Hester Avenue to Romeo Road.  A reservation for the 
freeway extension has been included in the Metropolitan Region 
Scheme for a number of years. 

The preliminary concept includes: 

• A 5.6 km extension of Mitchell Freeway from Hester Avenue to 
Romeo Road with two traffic lanes in each direction and provision 
for future widening; 

• Completion of the interchange at Hester Avenue; 
• New interchange at Lukin Drive; 
• A rail tunnel or bridge for the existing rail to exit the freeway 

median to Butler station; 
• A new principal shared path for cyclists and pedestrians on the 

western side of the freeway from Hester Avenue to Romeo Road; 
• Constructing and connecting Romeo Road between Marmion 

Avenue and Wanneroo Road; 
• Noise mitigation, street lighting and safety barriers where required; 

and 
• Duplication of Wanneroo Road for 1.8 km from Romeo Road to 

Trian Road 
 
To determine the general level of community support for the project, and 
identify people’s preferred method to stay informed about its progress, 
Main Roads undertook a community consultation survey via My Say 
Transport (MST). 
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Community and Stakeholder 
Engagement Process 
 
Since March 2019, Main Roads has maintained a webpage for the 
project that encourages interested visitors to subscribe for updates 
(Appendix 1). 
 
On 26 August 2019, Main Roads issued a project update newsletter to 
local residents. Approximately 17,000 newsletters were printed and 
distributed within the boundary of Old Yanchep Road, Neerabup Road, 
Connolly Drive, Hester Avenue and Marmion Avenue north of Eglington. 
(Appendix 2). This newsletter provided details on the MST survey. The 
survey (Appendix 3) was launched on the same day and a link was 
added to the project webpage. 
 
Main Roads advised the City of Wanneroo, and the Yanchep Rail 
Extension team within METRONET, of the newsletter prior to its issue. 
 
On 3 September 2019, the Wanneroo Times ran an extensive article 
about the project, encouraged interested readers to participate in the 
MST survey and provided a link (Appendix 4). 
 
From 26 August to 27 September 2019, Main Roads received 128 
survey responses via MST, and 14 direct submissions, from members of 
the public. 
 
During the consultation period, Main Roads also directly responded to 
residents that requested specific information on the project’s scope and 
timeframes.  

https://project.mainroads.wa.gov.au/home/Pages/Mitchell-Freeway-Extension.aspx
https://project.mainroads.wa.gov.au/home/Pages/Mitchell-Freeway-Extension.aspx
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Results and Key Findings 
 
 
All My Say Transport survey responses have been analysed for this report. The key 
findings are examined below. Unabridged results, modified to censor personally 
identifying information, are included as a separate document available at: 
https://www.mysaytransport.wa.gov.au/mitchell-freeway 
 
Key themes 
 

High Support and Expected Use of Extension 

The vast majority of respondents expressed support for the project and indicated 
they would be travelling along the extension at least three times per week. 

 

Project Expected to Service Northern Suburb Residents 

The majority of respondents indicated they lived in an area that will be best accessed 
by the extension. 

 

Interest in Local Road Connectivity 

The project element with highest interest from respondents was the new freeway 
access points. A number of text submissions, in response to questions, indicated 
they would welcome the opportunity for further consultation on future freeway 
connections. 

 

Interest in Emailed and Online Project Updates 

The majority of respondents indicated they would be interested in receiving project 
updates by email, others suggested they would visit the website. Very few expressed 
interest in attending a community liaison group.  



6 
 

Support for the Concept and Expected Use 
 

The vast majority of participants supported the project, followed by 
participants who were undecided. A strong majority expected to use the 
extension regularly once complete. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

97%

2% 1%

Are you supportive of plans to extend Mitchell 
Freeway north from Hester Avenue to Romeo 

Road?

Yes

Undecided

No

17%

83%

How often do you anticipate driving the new 
extension of Mitchell Freeway to Romeo Road?

I expect to drive the
new Mitchell Freeway
extension occassionally
(fewer than three
times per week)

I expect to drive the
new Mitchell Freeway
extension regularly (at
least three times per
week)
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Interest in Project Elements 
 

Participants could select multiple answers.  The notable result is the 
interest in new freeway access points, travel time savings and the 
project’s enhanced access to residential areas. 
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Participants’ Relationship to Mitchell Freeway 
Extension 
 

The majority of survey respondents lived in an area best accessed by 
the extension, supporting one of the aims of the project: servicing the 
growing northern and outer suburbs. 
 

  

91%

9%

Which of the following best describes you?

I live in an area best
accessed using the new
Mitchell Freeway
extension to Romeo Road

I work in an area best
accessed using the new
Mitchell Freeway
extension to Romeo Road
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Preferences for Future Project Information 
 

The majority of participants indicated they wanted to stay informed about 
the project via email updates, very few expressed interest in drop-in 
sessions or attending a community liaison group. 
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Respondent Demographics 
 

The majority of survey respondents identified as living in Butler, Alkimos 
and Yanchep. This validates the previous responses regarding expected 
use of the extension. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16%

23%

3%5%
6%

8%

5%

7%

5%

5%

17%

Respondents by Suburb (Top 85%)

ALKIMOS

BUTLER

CARABOODA

CLARKSON

EGLINTON

JINDALEE

MERRIWA

QUINNS ROCKS

RIDGEWOOD

TWO ROCKS

YANCHEP
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The age range of respondents was well balanced and covers a suitable 
cross-section of groups typically expected to respond to a survey on this 
topic. 

  

24%

22%

22%

12%

12%

6%

1% 1%

Respondents by Age

46-55

26-35

36-45

65+

56-65

18-25

Did not Respond

Under 18
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Appendix 1 – Project Webpage 
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Appendix 2 – Project Update 
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Appendix 3 – My Say Transport Survey 
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Appendix 4 – Wanneroo Times Article 
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