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ABOUT THIS STANDARD BRIEF

Environmental standard briefs provide the basic technical specification for engagement of suitable consultants, and will require editing to meet the requirements of a particular road project or task.

Advisory comments may be included within this standard brief and are shown in red italics.

For assistance in finalising this brief for a particular application, please contact the Environment Branch.

Application

This brief is intended for use by suitable consultants when required to assess and report on the potential visual impacts associated with road projects at the planning or project development phase.  The recommendations are intended for use in the detailed design process, to assist in minimising potential visual impacts and to enhance the visual quality of the road reserve.  

Related documents 

This brief is cross-referenced in the following Main Roads documents:

· Environmental Guideline- Environmental Assessment and Approval.
· Environmental Guideline- Managing visual quality in the road reserve (in preparation).
· Environmental Standard Brief- Landscape Design.
Consultant Brief

visual impact assessment 

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

This brief sets out the requirements to assess and report on the potential visual impacts associated with the proposed road works project on the surrounding landscape, (eg any likely visual intrusion or loss of visual amenity for land uses adjoining the road reserve).   

Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA) is committed to maintain and improve the visual quality of the road network.  Visual quality is one environmental aspect that may have a high risk for certain projects.  The purpose of the visual impact assessment is to assist in managing potential visual impacts and to maintain the visual quality of the road reserve network.    

1.2 Background

Briefly outline the road project, describe its location, extent, and any other information that helps put the work in perspective.  Previous activities and relevant reports can be mentioned here.  Identify significant project areas of concern and state what construction work may involve (e.g. a new alignment, re-alignment, river and rail crossings).  

Attach a plan showing the proposed area (s) to be assessed (refer to Attachment 1).

2. SCOPE 

The Consultant is required to 

· Undertake a visual impact assessment for the study area in accordance with the requirements detailed in Section 3.  

· Undertake consultation as detailed in section 4.

· Prepare a concise visual impact assessment report in accordance with Sections 5.

Details of the assessment methodology shall be included as an appendix.  
Both draft and final hard copies of the report shall be in colour where used.  A digital copy of the text, tables and figures are to be provided in pdf file format, or as agreed with the Principal’s Representative.   

The proposed timing (and deliverables to be submitted) is summarised below. 

	
	Timing
	Bound copy
	Unbound copy
	Digital copy

	Start up meeting
	within 1 week of award
	
	
	

	Draft report
	4 weeks from award.
	3
	1
	

	Final report
	1 week after receipt of comments.
	3
	1
	1


(Edit to suit specific requirements)

rePORTING REquirements

2.1 Describe the existing landscape setting and values

Concisely describe the existing landscape setting through which the proposed highway will be located (refer to Attachment 1).

This should identify and include (in qualitative terms only):

· landscape character and visual character units (with photographs as appropriate);

· features of visual significance (natural, social, historical) within the landscape;

· important vantage points within the landscape;

· relative height differences in landform, vegetation height, extent and density;

· key viewpoint locations (vistas) as seen from the roadway; and

· the capability of the landscape to absorb visual changes associated with road works

(e.g. cut and fill batters).

2.2 Define Visual Management objectives

Concisely define objectives for managing the visual quality of the existing landscape.  This will require the Consultant to:

· consult and liaise with key stakeholders on their concerns and opportunities for conserving and enhancing visual quality within the study area. (refer to Section 4);

· identify the types of viewer and visual expectations (e.g. road user, adjoining land-users); and

· identify the location of any priority areas or sites (eg vantage points, key views or vistas) relative to the road chainage based on the information collected;

· define concise objectives for managing the existing visual quality.

· summarise the above in tabular form, annotated maps and photographs as required, identifying the location of any priority areas or sites referenced to the road (SLKs).   

2.3 Describe the proposed road works

Concisely describe the proposed road works to include:

· Available details on the extent of works, (e.g. clearing, earthworks and structures);

· Alignment and siting options if applicable (e.g. location of overtaking lanes, roadside stopping areas, etc.); and

· Proposed timing of the development (e.g. staging of works, season, etc.).

2.4 Describe the potential visual impacts associated with the proposed development.

The Consultant shall:

· describe the potential changes on the surrounding landscape in terms of the extent of the area affected, the scale, the contrast and likely duration of impact;

· identify the location and describe any significant visual changes seen from key vantage points in the surrounding landscape; and

· identify the location of, and describe any potential visual intrusion or loss of visual amenity for land uses adjoining the road reserve.  

· identify the location of, and describe any key viewpoints and vistas as seen along the new roadway.

Clearly state how these potential impacts were identified and evaluated.  Details of any assessment methodology used shall be included as an appendix.  

2.5 Provide recommendations to manage the visual quality of the development.

Specific management measures and locations need to be identified and described to minimise the medium to long-term visual impacts of the road proposal and to enhance the visual quality of the road reserve.  

Key recommendations shall be provided to the road design consultant for the work as guidance for managing visual impacts.  All recommendations must be clear and in a form that can be used in the detailed design process (e.g. road alignment, design of structures and other built elements, earthworks and re-vegetation and landscaping).  The Consultant shall:

· set visual quality management objectives for road works in the study area;

· set zones and key locations for the visual management of impacts (e.g. zones of high visual sensitivity, locations for visual screens, vistas to be retained or developed, potential locations for enhancement );

· determine, compare, and discuss any available design options in terms of the visual quality management objectives defined above;

· prepare design principles for minimising potential visual impacts and enhancing the visual quality during road design in terms of:

· horizontal and vertical road alignment.

· changes to landform (e.g. size of cut and fill batters).

· extent of clearing.

· width of table drains.

· treatment of cut and fill batters.

· screen plantings, vegetation to be retained for screening.

· built visual screens, refer to Main Roads Environmental Guideline Managing visual quality of the road reserve.
· retaining vistas and key viewpoints along the road.

· signage and landscaping (e.g. town entries).

· all other visual quality management issues that should be addressed in the design process.

· summarise the above as annotated maps, written descriptions and photographs related to the location along the road; and

· summarise the impacts, the relative priority for management and any specific design principles for these sites in a table format (using GPS references).

3. Consultation & LIAISON

The extent of consultation work required shall be determined by Main Roads and the consultant following the initial project meeting.    All consultation shall be approved by the Principal’s Representative, up to the provisional amount as nominated in the form of tender.

The consultant is required to:

· Identify all key stakeholders as determined by Main Roads and the consultant following the initial project meeting;

· Consult with those stakeholders as agreed to by Main Roads; and 

· Attend any public meetings as required by Main Roads.

It is recommended that a provisional amount be nominated in the form of tender to cover the consultation requirements.

4. REPORT FORMAT

The consultant shall prepare a concise typed A4 report illustrated and in colour as required to convey the findings.  The report shall include all necessary photographs, maps, sections, drawings, etc. and written descriptions as required.  Any plans are to be reduced to A3 size for the report, but with all text still readable.

The information, where possible, shall be summarised in tabular form using road SLK locations to identify visual management sites and zones and any associated recommendations, with the use of annotated maps and photographs as required.

The consultant shall ensure the report layout includes:

· table of contents;

· an executive summary of the findings and recommendations; 

· sections dealing with the required subject matter (refer to Section 3);

· conclusion and recommendations (refer to Section 3.5); and

· appendix of supporting material including any assessment methods used.

5. INFORMATION PROVIDED BY MAIN ROADS

· Extent of Study Area (Attachment)

The documents above are available upon request to the Principal’s Representative.

List any previous reports, advice received, etc that will have a bearing on the work.

Note whether the information will need to be returned at the conclusion of the contract.
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