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1. Introduction 

The Commissioner of Main Roads Western Australia (Main Roads) has been granted conditional approval 

for the construction Manuwarra Red Dog Highway Project (the Proposal) under Part IV Division 2 (section 

45) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) by the Minster for Environment.  

 

The Proposal is subject to the implementation conditions of Ministerial Statement 1205 (MS 1205) which 

was issued on 4 July 2023.  

 

1.1 Purpose of this Report 

This Compliance Assessment Report (CAR) has been prepared to demonstrate compliance with the 

conditions set out in Ministerial Statement 1205 for the 4 July 2023 - 3 July 2024 reporting period (2023-

2024 reporting period). 

 

This is the first CAR prepared for the Proposal. 

 

1.2 Project Description 

The Proposal is to construct the Manuwarra Red Dog Highway Project, consisting of a dual carriageway 

approximately 251 km in length between Tom Price and Karratha, in the Shire of Ashburton and 

Roebourne, see Figure 1. 

 

1.3 Environmental Approval History and Status 

Ministerial Statement 677 

Stages 2, 3 and 4 of the Manuwarra Red Dog Highway (then known as the Karratha – Tom Price Road) was 

referred by Main Roads to the WA Environmental Protection Authority, under section 38 of the EP Act, in 

September 1998. The proposal was granted Ministerial approval via Ministerial Statement (MS 677) in April 

2005.  

 

Construction of Stage 2 was completed in 2008, with Stage 3 being completed in 2020.  

 

Ministerial Statement 1205 – Revised Proposal 

During the construction of Stage 3, Main Roads identified the authorised extent of disturbance under the 

approved proposal was not going to be sufficient to complete Stage 4 of the highway. This was due to:  

• Changes in road design standards since 2005. 

• Community expectations regarding safety of regional roads. 

• Modifications to the alignment of Stage 4 resulting from stakeholder engagement.  
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Figure 1 – Location of Project (taken from MS 1205)  
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Accordingly, Main Road applied to revise the proposal (Revised Proposal) to amend the approved 

proposal, to enable completion of Stage 4.  These amendments: 

• Increased the length of the highway by around 6 km. 

• Increased the disturbance extent by an additional 657 hectares (ha) within the Stage 4 development 

envelope of 7,142 ha, of which 100 ha comprises disturbance for temporary purposes and will be 

revegetated following construction. 

• Realigned the Stage 4 section to be as close as possible to, and entirely on the western side of, the 

existing Pilbara Rail Company (Rio Tinto) rail line.  

Approval of the Revised Proposal (MS 1205) was granted on 4 July 2023 subject to conditions.  It was noted 

that MS 1205 advised: 

“Ministerial Statement 677 for the existing ‘Road from Karratha to Tom Price Shires of Ashburton & 

Roebourne’ approved proposal is superseded under section 40AA(6)(b) of the Environmental Protection 

Act 1986.” 

 

It is noted that section 40AA(6)(b) of the EP Act states: 

“If a statement is served and published under subsection 45(8), it may be in the form of a statement 

that includes the implementation conditions for the approved proposal as amended by the significant 

amendment, and supersedes the previous Ministerial statement relating to the approved proposal”. 

 

Accordingly, MS 677 is no longer current and won’t be reported against hereon, noting that MS 1205 now 

captures the outstanding post-construction requirements from previous stages, eg weed control in Stage 

2 and 3 areas. 

 

2. Proposal Implementation Status 

Construction of Stage 4 is yet to commence, with construction of the first ten kilometres expected to 

commence in late 2024. As such, no construction activities were undertaken during the 2023-2024 

reporting period.  

 

As discussed earlier, rehabilitation and weed control requirements in Stage 2 and 3 areas are ongoing. 
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3. Statement of Compliance 

Refer to Appendix A for the Statement of Compliance, which includes the audit table as Attachment 2.  

4. Details of Declared Compliance Status 

Ministerial Statement 1205 requires compliance with implementation conditions and commitments, 

including pre-construction and post-construction requirements. The audit table provided in Appendix A 

(Attachment 2 - Table 1) of this report documents the conditions and proponent commitments of 

Ministerial Statement 1205 and Main Roads’ compliance status and performance with each obligation. 

 

The audit table has been prepared based on information available to Main Roads at this time. As 

construction work relating to Stage 4 has not yet commenced, the majority of the conditions are not 

applicable for the 2023-2024 reporting period.  

 

No non-compliances were recorded during this reporting period. 

 

4.1 Retention of Compliance Statements   

All Compliance Assessment Reports will be retained by Main Roads in accordance with relevant record 

keeping legislation including the: 

• State Records Act 2000. 

• Evidence Act 1906.   

• Electronic Transactions Act 2011.   

• Freedom of Information Act 1992.   

 

Main Roads will retain CARs (including all associated compliance assessments) and evidence used to verify 

compliance for the life of the proposal and then for a minimum of seven years after the end of the life of 

the proposal. Main Roads will continue to implement the proposal until the CEO has determined all 

conditions of MS 1205 have been satisfactorily met.   

 

CARs will be retained on Main Roads’ Electronic Document and Records Management System that Main 

Roads is required to maintain and operate in accordance with its obligations under the State Records Act, 

2000.  

 

4.2 Public Availability of Compliance Reports  

In line with MS 1205 Condition MD2.6 and the OEPA’s 2012 Post Assessment Guideline 4: Making 

Information Publicly Available, CARs will be made publicly available by publishing them on the Main Roads 

website. This will occur within sixty (60) of the report being submitted to the CEO. 
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5. References 

Main Roads (2023), Manuwarra Red Dog Highway – Stage 4: Compliance Assessment Plan (CAP).  

 

Main Roads (2024), Manuwarra Red Dog Highway – Stage 4: Flora and Vegetation Management Plan. 

 

Main Roads (2023), Manuwarra Red Dog Highway – Stage 4: Yindjibarndi Cultural Heritage Management 
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Main Roads (2024), Manuwarra Red Dog Highway – Stage 4: Impact Reconciliation Procedure. 
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6. Appendices 
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Appendix A – MS1205 2024 Statement of Compliance (Post Assessment Form 

2) 
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