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1 PURPOSE 
This Clearing Desktop Report (CDR) is a desktop assessment of native vegetation clearing that is 
proposed to be cleared using the Statewide Clearing Permit CPS 818 issued to Main Roads Western 
Australia (Main Roads).  
 

2 SCOPE 
2.1 Project Scope 
Project Name: Driveway 4341 South Western Hwy (H009) Sightline Clearing, Kent River 
 
Project Purpose / Components: GSR received a landowner request from 4341 South Western 
Highway (H009 SLK 431.05) regarding poor sight distance from the Kent River/Sly Fox restaurant 
driveway in Denmark.  A number of environmental site inspections (D22#672943) confirmed there is 
insufficient line of site and that pruning and clearing of good quality understorey roadside vegetation 
within the maintenance zone is required (70m length and 0-4m wide = max. 0.028ha), with the 
following species mix present and no conservation significant species observed or anticipated to 
occur based on a desktop search of DBCA/Herbarium shapefiles: 
1. Lepidosperma sp. 
2. Pteridium esculentum 
3. Trymalium odoratissimum subsp. trifidum  
4. Chorilaena quercifolia 
5. Taxandria parviceps 
Mulch/spoil from the cleared vegetation will be spread evenly into the road reserve and any excess 
removed from site and disposed of by the subcontractor at their private mulch pile.  There will be no 
impact to the large Karri trees within the vicinity. 

START SLK - LOOKING EAST TOWARDS DRIVEWAY            END SLK - LOOKING WEST FROM DRIVEWAY                 

                   
The proposed clearing under CPS 818 is : up to 0.028ha 
The proposed temporary clearing under CPS 818 is:  0ha 
 
Project Location(s): The Project Area is located on South Western Highway (H009) SLK 430.94-
431.01 near Kent River in the Shire of Denmark, as shown in Figure 1. 

• Latitude: -34.958965     Longitude: 117.039123 
 
2.2 Desktop Assessment Scope 
The Desktop Study Area is confined to a local area of a 10 km radius, as shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 1. Project Area 
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Figure 2. Desktop Study Area (10km buffer from Project Area)
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2.3 Alternatives to Clearing 
There are no reasonable alternatives, since pruning and clearing of the trees is required to achieve 
an acceptable line of sight for eastbound traffic and vehicles exiting the Sly Fox Diner driveway. 
 
2.4 Measures to Avoid, Minimise, Mitigate and Manage Project Clearing Impacts 
The design and management measures implemented to avoid and minimise the project clearing 
impacts are provided in Table 1. 
 
The impact of the Works has been reduced to as low as reasonably practicable by undertaking  
multiple environmental site inspections with suitably qualified officers (D22#672943, see extract in 
Appendix 1) to confirm and refine the minimum line of sight that needs to be achieved and ensure 
that impacts are avoided to all mature Karri trees in the vicinity. 
 
Table 1. Justification of Avoiding, Minimising, Mitigating and Managing Project Clearing Impacts 

Design or Management Measure Discussion and Justification  
Steepen batter slopes N/A – implementing this method of design treatment 

will not achieve an acceptable line of sight for vehicles. 
Installation of safety barriers N/A – implementing this method of design treatment 

will not achieve an acceptable line of sight for vehicles. 
Alignment to one side of existing road N/A – implementing this method of design treatment 

will not achieve an acceptable line of sight for vehicles. 
Alternative alignment to follow existing road 
(or) to preferentially locate within pasture or a 
degraded areas 

N/A – implementing this method of design treatment 
will not achieve an acceptable line of sight for vehicles. 

Installation of 
kerbing 

N/A – implementing this method of design treatment 
will not achieve an acceptable line of sight for vehicles. 

Simplification of design to reduce number of 
lanes and/or complexity of intersections 

N/A – implementing this method of design treatment 
will not achieve an acceptable line of sight for vehicles. 

Preferential use of existing cleared areas for 
access tracks, construction storage and 
stockpiling 

No temporary clearing for storage, side tracks, 
stockpiles, turn around bays etc. will be undertaken as 
part of project activities.  Contractor laydown areas 
(e.g. materials storage areas, vehicles/machinery 
storage etc) and access tracks will be located on 
previously disturbed or cleared areas. 

Drainage modification  N/A – implementing this method of design treatment 
will not achieve an acceptable line of sight for vehicles. 

Other - Site inspections by suitably qualified 
officers 

The impact of the Works has been reduced to as 
low as reasonably practicable by undertaking 
multiple environmental site inspections with 
suitably qualified officers (D22#672943) to confirm 
and refine the minimum line of sight that needs to 
be achieved and ensure that impacts are avoided 
to all mature Karri trees in the vicinity. 

 



Driveway 4341 South Western Hwy (H009) Sightline Clearing, Kent River – June 2022 

 

Document No: D22#674829 Page 8 of 34 

2.5 Approved Policies and Planning Instruments 
The clearing of native vegetation in Western Australia is regulated under the EP Act and the 
Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004 (Clearing Regulations). 
 
In addition to the matters considered in accordance with section 51O of the EP Act (see Section 1.3), 
Main Roads has also had regard to  
 
EPPs 

• Environmental Protection (Peel Inlet - Harvey Estuary) Policy 1992; 
• Environmental Protection (Western Swamp Tortoise Habitat) Policy 2011 

 
Relevant other policies and guidance documents: 

• The Western Australian Environmental Offsets Policy (Government of Western Australia, 2011) 
• A guide to the assessment of applications to clear native vegetation (DWER, December 2014) 
• Procedure: Native vegetation clearing permits (DWER, October 2019) 
• Environmental Offsets Guidelines (Government of Western Australia, August 2014) 
• Technical guidance – Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental Impact Assessment (EPA, 2016)  
• Technical guidance – Terrestrial Vertebrate Fauna Surveys for Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EPA, 2020)  
• Approved conservation advice under section 266B of the EPBC Act for threatened 

flora/fauna/vegetation communities 
• Approved Recovery Plans for threatened species 
• EPBC Act Referral guidelines for the three threatened black cockatoo species 
• Strategic advice - EPA 

 
Other Legislation of relevance for assessment of clearing and planning/other matters 
 

• Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (WA) (BC Act) 
• Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 (WA) (CALM Act) 
• Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947 (WA) (CAWS Act) 
• Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) 
• Planning and Development Act 2005 (WA) (P&D Act) 
• Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945 (WA) 
• Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 
• Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (WA) 
• Town Planning and Development Act 1928 
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3 METHODOLOGY 
3.1 Desktop Study 
A desktop assessment of the Project Area and an assessment of native vegetation clearing were 
undertaken by reviewing a number of government agency managed databases, viewing GIS 
shapefiles and consulting with relevant stakeholders where necessary. Results from searches can be 
found in the relevant Appendix.  
 
GIS layer viewing and mapping is done using ArcMap and / or Main Roads Integrated Mapping 
System (IMS). Referencing of the GIS layers accessed is done under the relevant methodology section 
of each clearing principle. Government managed databases were searched to locate additional 
information, these are referenced in Section 7. 
 

4 VEGETATION DETAILS 
4.1.1 Project Site Vegetation Description 
For a full description of the existing vegetation, refer to the Site Inspection Report at D22#672943.  
 
As shown in Appendix 1, clearing of good quality understorey roadside vegetation within the 
maintenance zone is required (70m length and from 0 to 4m wide = max. 0.028ha), with the following 
species mix present and no conservation significant species observed or anticipated to occur based 
on a desktop search of DBCA/Herbarium shapefiles: 
1. Lepidosperma sp. 
2. Pteridium esculentum 
3. Trymalium odoratissimum subsp. trifidum  
4. Chorilaena quercifolia 
5. Taxandria parviceps 
 
Tables 2 and 3 provide details of the Pre-European Vegetation Associations with the Project Area 
and the remaining extents of these associations.  
 
  

https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
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Table 2. Summary of Project Area’s Mapped Pre-European Vegetation Association 

Pre-European Vegetation Association(s) Clearing 
Description 

Vegetation 
Condition 

Comments 

Vegetation Association 1 described as a “Tall 
forest; karri (Eucalyptus diverscolor)” 
(Government of Western Australia, 2017) 

Clearing of up 
to 0.028 ha to 
establish 
minimum line 
of sight for 
traffic. 

Good (EPA 
2016) 

Vegetation description 
and condition 
determined from site 
visits in May & June 
2022 and aerial 
imagery. 

Vegetation Association 3 described as a 
Medium forest; jarrah-marri (Government of 
Western Australia, 2017) 

 

 
 

Table 3. Pre-European Vegetation Representation 

Pre-European 
Vegetation 
Association 

 Scale 
Pre–
European 
(ha) 

Current 
Extent (ha) 

% 
Remaining 

% Remaining 
in DBCA 
reserves 

Veg Assoc No. 
1  “Tall forest; 
karri 
(Eucalyptus 
diverscolor)”  
 

Statewide 72,410.06 56,328.07 77.79 64.99 
IBRA Bioregion  
Warren 69,118.21 53,852.13 77.91 65.35 

IBRA Sub-region  
Warren 69,118.21 53,852.13 77.91 65.35 

Local Government 
Authority  
Shire of Denmark 

12,550.36 6,032.08 48.06 12.39 

Veg Assoc No.  
3 “Medium 
forest; jarrah-
marri” 

Statewide 2,661,404.62 1,803,437.48 67.76 55.23 
IBRA Bioregion  
Warren 250,262.10 195,318.18 78.05 67.98 

IBRA Sub-region  
Warren 250,262.10 195,318.18 78.05 67.98  
Local Government 
Authority  
Shire of Denmark 

76,436.78 60,628.40 79.32 68.21 
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6 Assessment Against the Ten Clearing Principles 
In assessing whether the project’s proposed clearing is likely to have a significant impact on the 
environment, the project was assessed against the ten Clearing Principles (Environmental Protection 
Act 1986 (EP Act), Schedule 5). 
 
Each principle has been assessed in accordance with DWER’s ‘A Guide to the Assessment of 
Applications to Clear Native Vegetation’.  
 
The proposed clearing is not at variance with the 10 Clearing Principles. 
 

(a) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high level of biological diversity. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
The Works involve removing up to 0.028ha of good quality understorey roadside vegetation.  
The Project Area is not located within a mapped boundary of a Priority or Threatened Ecological 
Community (TEC).  
MRWA flora and herbarium GIS searches identified no known threatened or priority flora species within 
300m of the Project Area and MRWA fauna GIS layers identified no known threatened fauna occurrences 
or Black Cockatoo breeding, roosting or foraging areas within 10km of the Project Area.   
Opportunities have been taken to retain all mature Karri trees within the Project Area, further reducing 
potential fauna habitat impacts. 
The Project Area is within the Western Ringtail Possum Management Zone; however, given clearing of only 
up to 0.028 understorey shrubs is proposed, long-term fauna habitat impacts are unlikely and the clearing 
will be undertaken in accordance with the Main Roads WA Fauna PEMR.  
The understorey vegetation condition is classified as good; however, the clearing of up to 0.028ha is 
unlikely to have a significant impact on the level of biodiversity of the area.   
 
Based on the above, the proposal area has limited biodiversity value and the proposed clearing is not at 
variance to this Principle. 
 
Methodology 
BOM Website (Accessed 24 June 2022) 
DBCA shapefiles 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment (2002) 
DPLH Website (Accessed 24 June 2022) 
EPA (2016, 2020) 
Government of WA (2013) 
Main Roads GIS Shapefiles 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 
Natural Resource Management SLIP Soil Systems (Accessed 24 June 2022) 
NatureMap (Accessed 24 June 2022) 

https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
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(b) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is 
necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western 
Australia. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
The proposed clearing of roadside understorey is unlikely to impact the conservation significant birds 
identified in the PMST report (Appendix 2) as potentially occurring within the Project Area, particularly 
since the roadside understorey shrubs (up to 0.028ha) adjacent to South Western Highway are unlikely to 
provide the necessary habitat for these species.  In addition, all mature trees (including Karri trees) within 
the Project Area will be retained. 
 
The PMST report (Appendix 2) identified the following conservation significant mammals as potentially 
occurring within the Project Area:  

- Pseudocheirus occidentalis (Critically Endangered, Western Ringtail Possum),  
- Parantechinus apicalis (Endangered, Dibbler)  
- Setonix brachyurus (Vulnerable, Quokka) and  
- Dasyurus geoffroii (Vulnerable, Chuditch / Western Quoll).  

Furthermore, the Project Area is within the Western Ringtail Possum Management Zone.   
 
All the above listed species are highly transitory and unlikely to rely solely on the small amount of 
understorey shrubs (up to 0.028ha) adjacent to South Western Highway proposed for removal. In addition, 
the Project Area is adjacent to large areas of significant vegetative cover/understorey that are likely to 
provide the necessary habitat for these species.  All mature trees (including Karri trees) within the Project 
Area will be retained.  As such, the roadside understorey shrubs proposed to be cleared are considered to 
represent limited fauna habitat value, which was confirmed by the environmental site inspections 
undertaken in May and June 2022 (D22#672943). 

 
The removal of up to 0.028ha of roadside understorey shrubs is unlikely to be significant habitat for fauna 
indigenous to WA. Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 

Methodology 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 
DBCA Shapefiles 
DBCA website 
EPA (2016, 2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
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(c) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes, or is necessary for the continued 
existence of, rare flora. 

Proposal is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
MRWA flora and herbarium GIS layers database searches identified no known Threatened or priority flora 
species within 300m of the Project Area. No conservation significant flora was observed during the 
environmental site inspections undertaken in May and June 2022 (D22#672943).  Based on these findings 
and that the Works only require the removal of up to 0.028ha of roadside understorey shrubs, impacts to 
rare flora are highly unlikely.  
Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 
 
Methodology 
DBCA shapefiles 
Florabase (Accessed 24 June 2022) 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 

 

(d) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is 
necessary for the maintenance of a threatened ecological community. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
A search of state (DBCA) databases did not identify the presence of any State-listed TECs within 4km of the 
Project Area. Furthermore, no vegetation associated with TECs were observed during the environmental 
site inspections undertaken in May and June 2022 (D22#672943).   
Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 
Methodology 
DBCA shapefiles 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 

 

(e) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation 
in an area that has been extensively cleared. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
The Project Area contains Pre-European Vegetation Association No. 1  “Tall forest; Karri” and Vegetation 
Association No. 3 “Medium forest; Jarrah-Marri”, which have approximately 78% and 68% remaining State-
wide (refer Table 3), so the proposed clearing will not impact an under-represented vegetation 
association.  Given the small-scale nature of clearing (up to 0.028ha) the proposed clearing is not 
considered to have a significant impact on remnant vegetation. 
Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 
Methodology 
Aerial photography 
EPA (2016) 
Government of Western Australia (2017) 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 
Shepherd (2009) 

 

https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
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(f) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an 
environment associated with a watercourse or wetland. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
The Project Area does not contain riparian vegetation and the desktop assessment confirmed there are no 
wetlands, lakes or watercourses within 120m of the Project Area. 
Furthermore, the clearing of up to 0.028ha of roadside understorey is unlikely to disturb or interrupt any 
natural drainage or surface run-off patterns and is unlikely to impact any bed or banks of a watercourse.   
 
Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle.  
Methodology 
DWER and DBCA shapefiles  
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 

 

(g) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause 
appreciable land degradation. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
The Project Area is classified as low risk of occurrence of acid sulphate soils (DPRD), and the proposed 
removal of up to 0.028ha of roadside understorey is unlikely to significantly change flood risk and salinity, 
waterlogging, water erosion and wind erosion risk. The methodology (clearing and mulching of shrubs) 
does not involve significant disturbance to the soil profile.  
 
Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 
Methodology 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 
Natural Resource Management SLIP Soil Systems (Accessed 24 June 2022) 

 

(h) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have 
an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
There are no reserves or conservation areas within 100m of the Project Area and no Environmental 
Sensitive Areas (ESAs) within 3.5km of the Project Area. 
 
Subsequently, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 
Methodology 
DBCA shapefiles 
EPA (2016) 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 

 

https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
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(i) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause 
deterioration in the quality of surface or underground water. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
The Project Area is not located within 10km of the following areas: 
• groundwater or surface water catchments proclaimed under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914; 
• Public Drinking Water Source Areas (PDWSAs); 
• catchments proclaimed under the Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947 (CAWS Act); or 
• wetlands or watercourses. 
In addition, the proposed removal of up to 0.028ha of roadside understorey is unlikely to disturb or 
interrupt any natural drainage or surface run-off patterns and will not impact any bed or banks of a 
watercourse.  Given the nature and scale of the proposal clearing, the risk to surface water and 
groundwater is considered minimal/negligible. 
 
Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 
Methodology 
DWER and DBCA shapefiles  
EPA (2016) 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 

(j) Native vegetation should not be cleared if clearing the vegetation is likely to cause, or 
exacerbate, the incidence or intensity of flooding. 

Proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle 
 
Comments 
The ground disturbance associated with the proposed removal of up to 0.028ha of roadside understorey is 
minor in nature and scale and is unlikely to cause or exacerbate the incidence of flooding.  
 
Based on the above, the proposed clearing is not at variance to this Principle. 
 
Methodology 
Main Roads Site Inspections (undertaken May and June 2022, D22#672943) 
Natural Resource Management SLIP Soil Systems (Accessed 24 June 2022) 

 
  

https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
https://trimwebdrawer.mrwa.wa.gov.au/WebDrawer/record/16519016
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7 ADDITIONAL ACTIONS REQUIRED 
The clearing associated with the proposal is not at variance with the Clearing Principles.  Additional 
management actions under CPS 818 are detailed in Table 6. 
 
Table 6. Summary of Additional Management Actions Required by Permit CPS 818  

 

Impact of Clearing Yes/No 
or NA 

Further Action Required 
(choose and update correct statement) 

1. The project involves clearing for 
temporary works (as defined by 
CPS 818). 

N No further action required.  
 

2 a. Project is within Region that: 
- Has rainfall greater than 

400mm and 
- Is South of the 26th parallel and 
- Works are  in ‘Other than dry 

conditions’ and 
- Works have potential for 

uninfested areas to be 
impacted  

Y As per Dieback Management Process D20#56909, 
proceed with standard Vehicle and Plant 
management actions from PEMR’s and Vehicle and 
Plant Hygiene Checklists  
 

3. Main Roads has been notified by 
DWER or an environmental 
specialist that the area to be cleared 
is susceptible to a pathogen other 
than dieback  

 

N No further action required.  
 

4. The vegetation within the area to 
be cleared and/or the surrounding 
vegetation in a good or better 
condition and weeds likely to 
spread to and result in 
environmental harm to adjacent 
areas of native vegetation that are in 
good or better condition 
 

N No further action required. 
 

 

8 VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 
Main Roads will avoid clearing native vegetation, where possible. Where clearing cannot be avoided 
then this clearing is kept to a minimum. Vegetation will be managed in accordance with the Principal 
Environmental Management Requirements (PEMR’s). 
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10 APPENDICES 
Appendix Title 

Appendix 1 Environmental Site Inspection by Jesse Olsen on 21 June 2022 (extract from 
D22#672943) 

Appendix 2 Protected Matters of National Environmental Significance Search of Desktop Study Area 
(10km Buffer From Project Area) 
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APPENDIX 1 – Environmental Site Inspection on 21 June 2022 

(extract from D22#672943) 
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APPENDIX 2 - Protected Matters of National Environmental 
Significance Search of Desktop Study Area (10km Buffer 
From Project Area) 
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