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1 INTRODUCTION 
Main Roads has constructed the Roe Highway Extension to connect with Murdoch Drive. The 
proposal consists of the construction of a dual carriageway road with two lanes in each direction and 
all associated road connections, road furniture, lighting, drainage and structures. 
Construction and operation of the Murdoch Drive Connection (MDC) is fully contained within the 
approved proposal development envelope (PDE). The western end of the PDE, a total of 85.8 ha, is 
now a rehabilitation zone and has been removed from the construction footprint. A Rehabilitation 
Management Plan is now in place for this zone, with previously cleared areas being rehabilitated. 
Areas of the development envelope depicted in Figures 1a to 1f as Rehabilitation Zone are being 
rehabilitated. A Rehabilitation Management Plan (Roe 8 Cleared Areas) was prepared by the 
Rehabilitating Roe 8 Working Group and approved by the Minister for Transport. The portion of the 
project area to the east of Bibra Drive is the location of the works for the MDC. 
The action is located approximately 14 km south of Perth within the Swan Coastal Plain Bioregion. 
The action is largely contained within the City of Cockburn, however, parts of the design extend 
northward to the City of Melville along Murdoch Drive and the Kwinana Freeway.  

1.1 Approval under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 

Roe Highway Extension was assessed by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water (the Department) under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) after it was referred by Main Roads on 22 June 2009, as the 
action impacts listed threatened species and communities and listed migratory species. Approval 
under the EPBC Act was issued on 21 October 2015 with conditions (EPBC 2009/5031).  
MDC has proceeded in accordance with the conditions in EPBC 2009/5031. A variation to the 
conditions for EPBC Approval 2009/5031 was approved on 7 February 2021. 
EPBC 2009/5031 expired on 31 December 2022. This is the final compliance report for EPBC 
2009/5031. 

1.2 Purpose of this Report 
This report has been produced to meet the requirements of Condition 12 of the approval under the 
EPBC Act. It namely addresses compliance with approval conditions and implementation of any 
management plans and strategies as specified within the approval.  

This is the fifth annual report prepared by the Metropolitan Road Improvement Alliance (MRIA) on 
behalf of Main Roads to fulfil this condition and covers 5 December 2021 to 4 December 2022.  
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2 PROGRESS TO DATE 
The action commenced on 5 December 2016 with native vegetation clearing commencing on 
19 December 2016. Construction was completed in April 2020 and entered a post-construction 
phase in May 2020. 
 
The total area of black cockatoo habitat cleared over the duration of the project was 36.061 ha.
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3 COMPLIANCE 
Table 1 EPBC Approval Condition and Compliance Table 

Condition 
Number / 
Reference 

Condition Is the action 
compliant with 
this 
condition? 

Evidence / Comments  

1 In order to minimise impacts to threatened species and communities and 
migratory species, the approval holder must adhere to the clearance limits 
outlined in the WA approval condition 1-1 and not clear more than 36.061 ha 
of black cockatoo habitat. 

Compliant No clearing has occurred outside the clearance limits outlined in 
the WA approval condition 1-1. Refer to Appendix A, Figure 1.  

2 Revoked Compliant  
3 In order to minimise impact to black cockatoos and migratory species 

outside the clearance limits specified in Condition 1, the approval holder 
must undertake the action in accordance with WA approval condition 5-1(3). 

Compliant All actions have been undertaken in accordance with WA approval 
condition 5-1(3) to minimise impacts to black cockatoos and 
migratory species outside the ’zone of indirect impacts’. The latest 
Compliance Assessment Report (CAR) was submitted for the 2 
July 2021 – 1 July 2022 period (Appendix B).  
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Condition 
Number / 
Reference 

Condition Is the action 
compliant with 
this 
condition? 

Evidence / Comments  

4 To avoid and mitigate impacts to black cockatoos, during the breeding 
season (August - December), within 7 days prior to clearing, the approval 
holder must ensure all potential nesting trees are investigated to detect the 
presence of black cockatoos using hollows. The investigation must be 
undertaken by a suitably qualified and experienced person. 

If any black cockatoos are detected using a hollow in a tree or trees, the 
approval holder must: 

1. Clearly identify all such trees with fencing and signage that must be 
located within two (2) metres of the base of each such tree; 

2. Not clear any such tree or any vegetation within 10 metres of any 
such tree; and 

3. Undertake all reasonable measures to avoid any such tree from being 
cut down, felled, removed, killed, destroyed, poisoned, ring-barked, 
uprooted or burned until a suitably qualified and experienced person 
has verified in writing that the hollow(s) in each such tree are no 
longer being used by black cockatoos. 

Compliant No black cockatoo nesting trees were cleared during this audit 
period.  

5 In order to minimise impacts to threatened species and communities, and 
migratory species, the approval holder must develop and implement all 
Plans or Surveys, in accordance with the requirements of WA approval 
conditions 5-1 to 5-5. 

 

Compliant  The following Plans and Surveys have been prepared and 
continue to be implemented in accordance with the WA approval 
conditions: 
• Drainage Management and Monitoring Plan  
• Wetlands Monitoring and Management Plan 
• Baseline Flora and Vegetation Condition Survey  

There were no non-compliances recorded against these 
management plans. Please refer to the CAR in Appendix B for 
details. 
For further information and evidence regarding compliance against 
each of the Plans and Surveys refer to the annual CAR prepared 
to review compliance against the WA approval conditions. The 
latest CAR was submitted for the 2 July 2021 – 1 July 2022 period, 
provided in Appendix B.  
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Condition 
Number / 
Reference 

Condition Is the action 
compliant with 
this 
condition? 

Evidence / Comments  

6 The approval holder must provide a copy of all CEO approved (or varied) 
Plans or Surveys specified in Condition 5 to the Department within 20 
business days of the Plan or Survey having been approved (or varied) by the 
CEO. 

Compliant No Plans or Surveys were varied or approved during the reporting 
period. 

7 To offset the loss of black cockatoo habitat, prior to commencement, the 
approval holder must provide the Department with written evidence that 
funds have been provided to the DPAW for the acquisition of an 
environmental offset property. Within five years of commencement, the 
approval holder must provide offset attributes and a shapefile for the offset 
property which clearly specifies the location and boundaries of at least 239 
ha of black cockatoo habitat which is providing an offset for the action. 

Closed in 2017 
compliance 
report 

No evidence required.  

8 Within 12 months of the commencement of the action, the approval holder 
must provide the Department with written evidence, including certificates of 
title, that the offset property has been transferred to the State of Western 
Australia for the purpose of addition to the conservation estate. 

Closed in 2017 
compliance 
report 

No evidence required. 

9 Within 5 years of the commencement of the action, the approval holder must 
provide funds to DPAW to assist in the management of the offset property 
following the transfer of the land as described in condition 8. The funding 
must be adequate for DPAW to maintain the quality of black cockatoo 
habitat within the offset property for at least 20 years. The approval holder 
must consult with DPAW, in determining the amount of necessary funding to 
achieve the aims of this condition. Once the funding has been provided to 
DPAW, the approval holder must provide written evidence of this to the 
Department. 

Closed in 2017 
compliance 
report 

No evidence required. 

10 Any survey data collected for the action must be collected and recorded so 
as to conform to a reasonable standard such that it can be readily used by a 
third party or to data standards notified from time to time by the Department. 
When requested by the Department, the proponent must provide to the 
Department all species and ecological survey data and related survey 
information from ecological surveys undertaken for matters of national 
environmental significance. This survey data must be provided within 30 
business days of request, or in a timeframe agreed to by the Department in 
writing. The Department may use the survey data for other purposes. 

Compliant All surveys and survey data were collected and recorded by 
suitably qualified persons to a reasonable standard. The 
Department has not requested survey data or information to date.  
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Condition 
Number / 
Reference 

Condition Is the action 
compliant with 
this 
condition? 

Evidence / Comments  

11 Within 10 business days after the commencement of the action, the approval 
holder must advise the Department in writing of the actual date of 
commencement. 

Closed in 2017 
compliance 
report 

No evidence required. 

12 Within three months of every 12 month anniversary of the commencement of 
the action, the approval holder must publish a report on their website 
addressing compliance with each of the conditions of this approval, including 
implementation of any Plans or Surveys as specified in the conditions. 
Documentary evidence providing proof of the date of publication and non-
compliance with any of the conditions of this approval must be provided to 
the Department at the same time as the compliance report is published. The 
approval holder must continue to publish the report until such time as agreed 
in writing by the Minister. 

Compliant  This report fulfils the requirement under Condition 12 for an annual 
report.  

13 Upon the direction of the Minister, the approval holder must ensure that an 
independent audit of compliance with the conditions of approval is 
conducted and a report submitted to the Minister. The independent auditor 
must be approved by the Minister prior to the commencement of the audit. 
Audit criteria must be agreed to by the Minister and the audit report must 
address the criteria to the satisfaction of the Minister. 

Compliant  The Minister has not given direction for an independent audit to be 
undertaken to date.  
 

14 If, at any time after 5 years from the date of this approval, the approval 
holder has not substantially commenced the action, then the approval holder 
must not substantially commence the action without the written agreement of 
the Minister. 

Closed in 2017 
compliance 
report 

No evidence required. 

15 The approval holder must maintain accurate records substantiating all 
activities associated with or relevant to the conditions of approval, including 
measures taken to implement the Plans or Surveys required by this 
approval, and make them available upon request to the Department. Such 
records may be subject to audit by the Department or an independent 
auditor in accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, or used to verify 
compliance with the conditions of approval. Summaries of audits will be 
posted on the Department’s website. The results of audits may also be 
publicised through the general media. 

Compliant The MRIA team and Main Roads operate under a management 
system accredited to ISO14001 and as such maintain accurate 
records of all activities relevant to the conditions of approval. The 
Department has not requested any records or conducted any 
audits of the action.   

16 Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the approval holder 
must publish all Plans or Surveys referred to in these conditions of approval 
on their website. Each management plan must be published on the website 
within 1 month of being approved. 

Compliant All required management plans are published on the Main Roads 
website under the “Murdoch Drive Connection” tab at:  
https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/community-
environment/environment/construction-project-reports/ 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/community-environment/environment/construction-project-reports/__;!!ETWISUBM!l95l4qsDtp3H_ybfr6yk1v4pbC-AzfEY07opQWxKkZRRo0JDPxfIZMcOTUU3F5ANKw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/community-environment/environment/construction-project-reports/__;!!ETWISUBM!l95l4qsDtp3H_ybfr6yk1v4pbC-AzfEY07opQWxKkZRRo0JDPxfIZMcOTUU3F5ANKw$
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4 NEW ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS 
No new environmental risks were identified during the reporting period.  

5 CONCLUSION 
Construction of the MDC was completed in April 2020. The post-construction phase began in May 
2020, which includes the management and monitoring of drainage, wetlands and flora and 
vegetation. The action was compliant with Condition 5 and fully compliant with all remaining 
applicable conditions under the EPBC Act approval. Ongoing compliance for this action will be in 
accordance with the “Variation of conditions attached to approval Roe Highway Extension, 
Kwinana Freeway to Stock Road WA (EPBC 2009/5031)” as approved on 7 February 2021. 

6 APPENDICES 
Appendix Title 

Appendix A Figure 1 Project Area EPBC 2009/5031 

Appendix B Statement 1148 Compliance Assessment Report (2 July 2021 – 1 July 2022) 
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Appendix A: Figure 1 Project Area EPBC 2009/5031 
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Appendix B: Statement 1148 Compliance Assessment Report (2 July 2021 – 1 July 
2022) 
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